HIGHLIGHTS OF THE 86TH ANNUAL
The 86th annual AATF Convention
was held July 11-14, 2013 at the Marriott
Downtown Hotel in Providence, RI and
had as its theme, “Le Français: langue du
21e siècle.”
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During the lunch break, many members
participated in the ninth annual Dictée
organized by AATF Region IV Representative Catherine Daniélou. Winners were
announced at the beginning of the AATF
Delegate Assembly (see page 00). At the
end of the day, 60 attendees participated
in two Walking Tours, Rogue’s Island and
the Historic District. In the evening, over
65 teachers and guests participated in
the restaurant tour, dining at three of
Providence’s finest French restaurants.
Guest speakers at the convention included Felino Martínez, Alliance française
de Cuba and AATF Honorary Member,
Bill Rivers, Executive Director of the Joint
National Committee for Languages/National Council for Languages and International Studies (JNCL/NCLIS), and AATF
Honorary Member,
and ACTFL President and AATF
member Toni
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French Contest Administrators
and Société honoraire de français
sponsors (see the complete program on
the AATF Web site).
Day 3 of the convention was equally
busy. There were several coffee breaks in
the exhibit hall, one of them sponsored
by Tralco-Lingo Fun. Two raffles were
held during the exhibit breaks where
lucky attendees won valuable prizes. The
raffle was expertly organized by AATF
staff member Jessica Nelson with help
from several Executive Council members.
About 25 lucky members got to
participate in Chef’s Choice© Cooking
Classes (“La Cuisine française facile” and
“La Cuisine provençale”) at Johnson &
Wales University.
In the afternoon, the AATF Assembly
of Delegates met to ratify the decisions
of the Executive Council and to discuss
ideas for identifying and recruiting new
members. A special guest at the Delegate Assembly was Clay Pell, Deputy
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