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Convention Highlights: Saint Louis in 2017
The upcoming AATF convention will 
take place from July 16 to July 19, 2017 
in Saint Louis, Missouri.  

Hotel

The convention will be held at the Hyatt 
Regency at the Arch,  315 Chestnut 
Street, Saint Louis, MO 63102.   The 
rate that we have negotiated for conven-
tion-goers is $154 US + taxes for single 
or double rooms.    Go to this link to 
reserve a room:  [https://resweb.pass 
key.com/go/AATF2017].  A roommate 
list will be available.  The deadline for 
reserving a room at the convention rate 
is June 15, 2017.

The hotel is located only 15 miles from 
the airport.  The sights and sounds of  
downtown Saint Louis are easily acces-
sible from the hotel.  

Registration

Registration opened March 20.  There 
are several rates which vary according 
to the excursions and activities chosen.   
Early Bird Basic Registration (available 
until May 15) is $250 and includes full 
participation in sessions and exhibits 
plus the opening reception, conven-
tion mallette, and dictée.  A Full Registra-
tion Package of  $350 also includes the 
Welcome Luncheon, Awards Banquet, 
and one workshop or walking tour.  A 

higher Registration Only rate of  $300 
will apply May 16-July 1.  

Program

We are planning a high-quality program 
with presentations and workshops led 
by AATF members from around the 
country (see page 26).   We will also 
have a selection of  exhibitor sessions, 
sessions led by the chairs of  our AATF 
commissions (see page 9), and ses-
sions and workshops on AP, the Grand 
Concours, and the French Honor Society.   
The convention will again be preceded 
by our Leadership Fellows Program for 
future chapter leaders.    

Our keynote speaker will be cinéaste 
Mariette Monpierre (see page 20).   
Born in Guadeloupe, raised in Paris, 
living in New York City, she is garnering 
acclaim as a fi lmmaker.   Her fi lm, Le 
Bonheur d’Elza, is a semi-autobiographi-
cal account of  a young French woman’s 
return to the island in search of  her 
father.    We hope to be able to show 
the fi lm during the convention.

Activities
Sunday, July 16 (12:00-1:30 p.m.):  Wel-
come Luncheon where members can 
meet others from their region.  Cost:  
$55 per person.  Lunch Buffet Menu 
includes:  Pasta Fagioli, Tomato/Arti-
choke/Radicchio Salad, Chicken

 (continued on page 3)
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The following is the winning essay 
from the 2016 National French Week 
Essay Contest, written by Jack Cackley 
from Wakefi eld High School, Arling-
ton, VA.  Jack is the student of  Katy 
Wheelock (see contests page 30).

“Every language has the same funda-
mental purpose: communication. It is 
the most basic way for human beings 
to interact with each other and collabo-
rate. So when we learn a new language 
what we essentially are doing is gaining 
the ability to interact with whole new 
segments of  the world’s population in 
an infi nitely more effective way.
This ability to communicate opens 
many doors, opportunities for co-
operation, criticism, negotiation. It 
also allows us to experience another 
ethnicity’s culture in a more authentic 
and fi rsthand way. Visiting a country 
with an understanding of  the language 
is most defi nitely more rewarding than 
visiting somewhere with no knowledge 
of  their dialect. This is why teach-
ing French is so important, but even 
more so, allowing students to test their 
knowledge and ability in the language 
by journeying to a Francophone coun-
try. An experience immersing them-
selves in another culture is unquestion-
ably benefi cial. Students would be able 

to learn things from the people and 
the environments they visit that they 
simply could not experience in a class-
room. They could taste the cuisine, 
visit historical sights, learn from the 
people of  the country. Through this 
test of  their ability they would come 
to gain even more knowledge that they 
could apply both in their studies and in 
the practical use of  the language. 
This application of  French in a practi-
cal sense by visiting places like Senegal, 
Canada, or France itself  would benefi t 
more than just a student’s knowledge 
of  the language and culture. Spending 
time in a country and getting to know 
more about its environment would be 
a unique experience for many Ameri-
can students, who otherwise might 
never visit that country otherwise. This 
exposure to other cultures with both 
similar and different affectations to 
American culture would foster stu-
dents who were more accepting and 
understanding of  other ethnicities and 
experiences. Thusly an expansion of  
the way French is taught and learned 
would not only give students the tools 
to experience the French culture more 
completely it would also provide an ex-
perience that would develop students’ 
ability to be better citizens of  both 
America and the world.”

NATIONAL FRENCH WEEK ESSAY WINNER
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depending on your course level’s dif-
fi culty. French I may have a lighter 
amount of  written French material as 
compared to an AP-level class, which 
might have all clues written in French.

ACQUIRING THE NECESSARY 
ITEMS

Providing quality clues as prompts for 
the students’ discovery will improve 
the experience. To do so, teachers may 
purchase breakout kits directly from 
the [breakoutedu.com] website or put 
them together themselves. Prepackaged 
kits for purchase come with a series 
of  boxes, locks, hidden items, timers, 
keys, and more. I did not purchase a 
kit, instead, I used a recommended list 
of  items from the site and found these 
items at home. What I didn’t have, 
I purchased either locally or online. 
Many of  the specialized locks can be 
purchased at a local hardware store 
or on popular online shopping sites. 
I also found fun prop items at local 
craft stores, like ephemera or boxes 
with French artwork. The fi nal solu-
tion is typically in a locked box that is 
opened at the end. Sometimes boxes 
of  different sizes are used, maybe 
even nested inside each other. Various 
types of  locks (directional, combina-
tion, word, and key) are utilized. To 
keep it fun, number locks can be set to 
open using specifi c dates or number 
sequences found in clues. Word locks 
work well with French vocabulary 
clues, as students may need to con-
jugate or use a vocabulary word to 
open it. Other props such as invisible 
ink pens, UV fl ashlights, and USB 
drives add to the mystery and fun of  
the puzzles you create. Teachers have 
also used the online crowdfunding site                     
[donorschoose.org] to get kits donated 
to their classrooms. This is a great way 
to start doing breakout activities with-
out breaking out of  your budget!

DIGITAL BREAKOUTS

If  your school does not have a kit but 
you have computers available in the 
classroom, creating a digital breakout is 
another alternative. Teams are assigned 
for each computer, and more students 
can be easily included by adding ad-
ditional computers. There are tutorials 
on YouTube on how to create a digital 
breakout which, if  you are comfortable 

with creating Google forms, can be a 
good alternative.

CASE STUDY: MY LOUVRE 
HEIST

My fi rst breakout was with my middle 
school French Club, which meets after 
school. We had about twelve students 
(6th and 7th grade) participate. There 
were eight overall tasks they had to 
complete to fi nish this breakout. 
One task example: some of  the more 
advanced students helped translate 
a physical description clue in French 
and then compared that description 
to a lineup of  photos of  historical 
French criminals. The photo of  the 
criminal best matching the description 
contained their next clue. This activity 
could be adjusted to the high school 
level with equal success. My school 
classes are only 42 minutes long, so to 
accommodate a full 45-minute break-
out, utilizing an after-school activity 
period with a smaller group worked 
best. For larger classes of  more than 
20 students, mul-
tiple kits could 
be used with 
students who 
are divided into 
groups.
Because these 
students were 
beginning French 
students, the two 
optional “helper” 
clues provided 
upon their 
request were in 
English. If  used 
in a high school 
setting, all clues 
can be given in 
French.
I based The Lou-
vre Heist on the 
historical theft 
of  the Mona Lisa 
in 1912. I put 
digital realia like 
historical news-
paper clippings 
on a USB drive 
but also printed 
out some items, 
like the criminal 
lineup photos, to 
add authenticity. 

The students worked as a team, search-
ing the room for certain items and then 
used them to open a chained briefcase. 
As the overhead timer counted down, 
the students completed the puzzles 
to discover who stole the Mona Lisa 
and where the thief  and painting were 
located. In this breakout, I used some 
creative license to include some non-
related realia such as a fake plane ticket 
(generated online) as well as some fake 
photographs bought in a craft store.
Without giving away the whole story, I 
can honestly say that my French Club 
students thoroughly enjoyed it. It was 
so popular and well-received that I 
have a waiting list to sign up for my 
next breakout activity. This turned out 
to be a great way to spark my students’ 
imaginations with a fun activity that 
had them working together while utiliz-
ing their language skills and knowledge.

Ellen Kotzin
Jamesville-DeWitt Middle School (NY)

[ekotzin@jd.cnyric.org]
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REMINDER: IMPORTANT DEADLINES AND DATES
May 15 Deadline for Early Bird Basc Registration for Saint Louis Con-

vention (see pages 23-24)
June 1 Deadline for Submissions for Logo Contest (see page 29)
June 15 Deadline for hotel reservations for Saint Louis Convention  

(see page 1)
July 1 Deadline for Pre-Registration at reduced rates for Saint Louis 

Convention  (see pages 23-24)
November 15 Deadlines for National French Week Contests (see page 30)

TASK FORCE ON TEACHER 
SHORTAGE/RECRUITMENT
Have you heard about this? French teacher 
openings going unfi lled into the school 
year. Administrators having increasing 
diffi culty fi nding a qualifi ed candidate to 
replace a French teacher taking a family 
or maternity leave. Continuing decline in 
the number of  post-secondary institutions 
offering French as a major. Few French 
majors considering becoming French 
teachers. These are some of  the issues that 
the newly-created AATF Task Force on 
Teacher Shortage & Teacher Recruitment 
will take on. As the task force members 
investigate these issues and try to come up 
with effective strategies to address them, 
we would like to hear from you, the teach-
ers encountering these situations. Will you 
share with us your experience with these 
issues? How have they arisen? What strate-
gies have you devised to deal with them?  
Please take a moment and contact us at 
[s@frenchteachers.org].

Task Force Members: Anita Alkhas, Martha 
Behlow, Andrea Behn, Sheila Conrad, 
Margarita Dempsey, Megan Diercks, Anne 
Jensen, Rebecca Léal, Audra Merfeld-
Langston, Ann Sunderland, Eileen Wal-
voord, and Katy Wheelock. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL HONOR SOCIETY
The AATF and the Société Honoraire de Français (SHF) are pleased to announce 
the formation of  a new honor society for middle and elementary school 
students.   Full details can be found on the Honor Society Web page at [www.
frenchteachers.org/jaf].   

The new society, called Jeunes Amis du Français (JAF), was approved by vote of  
the SHF sponsors.   The Jeunes Amis du Français will function similarly to the 
SHF.   Any middle or elementary school teacher can request a JAF Charter for 
a one-time fee.   Because of  the diversity of  middle school programs, a school 
must select the Cultural or Academic option.   Each chapter must induct stu-
dents at least once per year in order to remain active.

The sponsoring teacher must be a current AATF member.

There is a per student induction fee.   Each student will receive a certifi cate 
attesting to his or her membership.   Additional materials will be available for 
purchase.   

Membership in the JAF does not imply membership in the SHF nor give the 
student the right to SHF materials.   


