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2008 AATF DOROTHY S. LUDWIG 
EXCELLENCE IN TEACHING AWARD WINNERS

AATF Dorothy S. Ludwig Excellence in 
Teaching Award
Middle School Level: Hervé Le Guilloux 

Af ter  get t ing 
his Licence from 
the Université de 
Strasbourg, Hervé 
has been teaching 
in the U.S. where 
he is now a citi-
zen.  He has taught 
French at Durham 
Academy (NC), at 
Saint Mary’s Hall 
(TX),  and at Saint 
Andrew’s School 
(DE),  a state where 
he received his Master’s in French literature. 

For the last fourteen years, he has been 
teaching 7th graders through AP Literature 
at Trinity Preparatory School (FL), an inde-
pendent school on the outskirts of Orlando. 

For Hervé, teaching is a passion, and he 
has devoted all his adult life to this profes-
sion.  He created and directed a program 
for his students to stay with families in Per-
ros-Guirec Brittany, France. 

Hervé also loves to be innovative in the 
teaching of foreign languages.  He has pub-
lished one article entitled “Are We Teaching 
The Imperfect Imperfectly?” and has been 
giving numerous presentations at foreign 
language conferences during the last ten 
years.  The topics that he discusses are: 
“The Subjunctive Present After the Indicative 
Present,”  “Are We Teaching The Imperfect 
Imperfectly?,”  “The Ten Commandments of 
Oral Profi ciency,”  and “ Bringing in Perfect 
Harmony the Poetry of Verlaine, the Paint-
ings of Watteau and the Music of Debussy.”
High School Level: Samantha God-
den-Chmielowicz

Saman tha  i s 
French teacher and 
department chair 
a t  Schurz  H igh 
School in Chicago.   
She has expand-
ed the global lan-
guage skills of her 
students. Her in-
novative, hands-on 
strategies have included collaborating with 

colleagues to create an annual International 
Day during which students perform and share 
food and customs from other countries with 
schoolmates, parents, and the community.  
She was also instrumental in creating the 
school’s Global Studies Academic Program, 
earning the school Academy status, which 
allows students from throughout Chicago to 
study French, Italian, and Spanish at  Schurz 
High School. Her contributions to the world 
language program have improved reading, 
language, and vocabulary school-wide, 
not only in foreign languages, but in other 
subjects as well. A National Board Certifi ed 
teacher, Samantha has mentored several 
National Board Certifi cation candidates as 
well as new teachers. She has served on the 
executive council of the Chicago/Northern 
Illinois AATF Chapter.  

Samantha was honored  with one of 
80 Milken Foundation National Educator 
Awards.  The notifi cation ceremonies are 
planned as surprises, and Samantha is the 
only foreign language teacher to be recog-
nized in 2007.
Post-Secondary Level: Eileen Angelini

As our world 
today becomes 
i n c r e a s i n g l y 
smaller through 
the continuous 
techno log ica l 
a d v a n c e s  i n 
communication, 
it is becoming 
more and more 
important to be 
able to under-
stand and relate 
to people from 
varied cultural 
backgrounds.  Furthermore, with the ever 
increasing range of free trade agreements, 
such as the General Agreement on Trades 
and Tariff s (GATT) and the North Atlantic 
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), and with 
the economic unifi cation of the European 
Union, not only is it imperative that we have 
an appreciation for diverse cultures but also 
we must see a broader understanding of how 
countries and continents are interacting in 
international ventures.

When learning about a foreign culture 
through the acquisition of a foreign language, 

we gain a greater understanding of ourselves 
and our own culture.  This is achieved when 
comparing and contrasting how we per-
ceived ourselves with our perception of a 
foreign culture. 

Finally, by learning a foreign language, 
we improve our methods of communication 
with our neighbor nations.  We connect with 
them on an equal level because since an 
eff ort is made on our part to understand 
their language and their culture, an eff ort 
will be made on their part to understand our 
language and our culture.  In so doing, the 
barriers of miscommunication are broken 
down and false stereotypes are eliminated. 

Eileen is Chair of the Modern Languages 
Department at Canisius College (NY) and is 
Chair of the AATF Commission on French for 
Business and Economic Purposes.

ACTFL Annual Meeting
November 21-23, 2008

Orlando, FL



2  Vol. 34, No. 1 (September 2008)

Editor: Jane Black Goepper,  Cincinnati, Ohio
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manuscripts should be sent to the editor at this 
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French publishes the AATF National Bulletin four 
times a year in September, November, January, 
and April as a service to its members in supple-
ment to the offi  cial journal of the association, 
the French Review.  Subscription to the AATF 
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Robert Fee-
ney, Principal of 
Wi l l i am F loyd 
High School, was 
named the 2008 
American Asso-
ciation of Teach-
ers of French Ad-
ministrator of the 
Year.  Mr. Feeney 
was nominated by 
the French Club 
at the high school 
for his continued 
support and en-
couragement of 
our French Program.  The AATF accepts 
nominations for administrators who go above 
and beyond the call of duty to promote the 
study of French in their schools.  Mr. Feeney 
has always been an adamant supporter of 
the program here at the high school.  

The “prize” is an all-expense stay at 
Concordia Language Villages for a student 

2008 AATF/CERAN 
LINGUA OUTSTANDING 

CHAPTER OFFICER 
Janet  L . 

S m i t h  h a s 
been select-
e d  a s  t h e 
2008 AATF 
Outstanding 
Chapter Of-
fi cer.  She is 
the Distr ict 
Lead Teacher 
in the Spring 
B r a n c h 
School Dis-
trict in Hous-
ton, TX.  The 
f o l l o w i n g 
comments are excerpts from those made 
by Region VIII Representative Jacqueline 
Thomas who nominated her for this award.

Janet has served as Vice-President and 
President (2002-2006) of the Houston Chap-
ter, which wins recognition for its continued 
growth (Outstanding Chapter, Large Chapter, 
fi rst place in 2006, second place in 2007).  
The fact that her chapter continues to attract 
new members, while retaining the old ones 
is not surprising, given Janet’s commitment 
and energy.  She invited me to present at 
their chapter meeting and I saw her in action: 
a full and engaging program, recognition of 
her members, and lots of encouragement of 
new recruits (they were asked to stand to be 
recognized and were personally introduced 
to me).  Janet did a lot of local publicity for 
her chapter , including a radio interview.  

When the national convention was in 
Baton Rouge, Janet organized a van to drive 
chapter members from Houston.  She hosted 
a reception in her room and introduced me 
to them.  She clearly played a mentoring role 
to the attendees, some of whom were at the 
national convention for the fi rst time.

Janet is very supportive of the current 
Chapter President Wendy Kirkle, whose 
comments refl ect Janet’s gifts in commu-
nicating and advocating for French, “the 
embodiment of ‘vouloir c’est pouvoir.’”   As 
the district’s lead teacher, she regularly 
provides in-service training to area French 
teachers and supports them in numerous 
ways through her enthusiasm and can-do 
attitude.

This award is sponsored by CERAN 
Lingua, and Janet will receive a stay at one 
of their language programs in recognition of 
her achievements.

2008 AATF/CONCORDIA LANGUAGE VILLAGES/
FRENCH EMBASSY ADMINISTRATOR OF THE YEAR

from William Floyd High 
School.  Mr. Feeney and 
Mrs. Orlando, the high 
school French teacher, 
established criteria for 
choosing the winning stu-
dent.  The student had 
to be a member of the 
French Club who demon-
strated leadership and 
also had an exemplary ac-
ademic record in French.  
The winning student is 
Caitlin Ashton, an 11th 
grade student and co-
president of the French 

Club.  Caitlin will choose from among the 
many Concordia Language Village locations 
around the country.  She will be able to spend 
two weeks in a total immersion program 
where she can further develop her skills in 
French.  We are thrilled for Caitlin, and we 
are expecting her to share her wonderful 
adventure with us in the fall.

 = National Board Certifi ed
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jeux-olympiques-2008/index-fr.php?chaine-
JO=1#Chaine =15]. Le site du journal 
français L’Équipe [www.lequipe.fr/] contient 
également un grand nombre d’informations, 
ainsi que celui de TV5 Monde [www.tv5.org]. 
Vous ne savez peut-être pas qu’il existe une 
autre manifestation internationale dans ce 
domaine, les Jeux de la Francophonie qui 
sont organisés tous les quatre ans dans 
un pays francophone: Rabat et Casablan-
ca en 1989, Paris et région parisienne en 
1994, Antananarivo en 1997, Ottawa/Hull 
en 2001, Niamey en 2005 et Beyrouth en 
2009 [www.francophonie.org/actualites/
nouvelle.cfm? der_id=2137&aff debutr=1& 
type=liste] et [www.confejes.org/breve. 
php3? id_breve=225]. 

J’espère que votre rentrée s’est bien 
passée et je vous souhaite, à toutes et à 
tous, une année fructueuse et bien remplie.

Bien cordialement,

Marie-Christine Koop
Présidente
[koop@unt.edu]

ELECTIONS THIS FALL
YOUR VOTE COUNTS!
The AATF will be holding elections this fall 

for fi ve positions on the Executive Council. 
Regional Representatives will be elected for 
a three-year term (2009-2011) in Region II: 
New England, Region VII: West Central, and 
Region IX: Pacfi c. An AATF Vice-President 
will also be elected for the term 2009-2011. 
In addition, this year there will also be an 
election for the next President of the AATF 
(President-Elect 2009, President 2010-2012, 
Past-President 2013). 

Ballots will be included with the dues 
renewal notices that every AATF member 
will receive in early September. Ballots must 
be returned to National Headquarters by 
November 1, 2008.

SAN JOSE CONVENTION
July 2-5, 2009

2008 ISE LANGUAGE 
MATTERS AWARD

Tracy Lambert , Lafayette High School, 
Lexington (KY) 
earned a B.A. 
and  M.A. from 
the University 
of Kentucky.  
She is active in 
the Kentucky 
Wor ld  Lan -
guage Associ-
ation (KWLA) 
and par t ic i -
pates in local 
AATF chapter 
activities.  She 
is also a mem-
ber of Phi Beta Kappa, the Southern Con-
ference on Language Teaching, Kentucky 
Teacher Forum, AATF  National Commission 
on Professional Teacher Standards, and 
Kentucky Association of National Board 
Certifi ed Teachers.

Although she has spent her entire teach-
ing career at Lafayette High School, she 
has also taught in other venues.  From her  
summers spent working for Americorps to 
her yearlong exchange teaching English to 
children in Deauville, France, working with 
young people has always been a priority.   
Teaching French provides her with an outlet 
for her creative energy, a constant “project” 
for her organizational skills, a forum for inter-
action with both adolescents and adults, and 
a cohort with which she   can share her love 
of the French language and Francophone 
cultures.  

Tracy is proud of her advocacy for quality 
world language instruction. Through seeking 
professional development opportunities, 
serving as a mentor, and  participating in 
leadership activities, she is an advocate for 
the growth and improvement of quality world 
language instruction. 

She has presented workshops at the 
University of Kentucky, the KWLA State 
Conference, and the College Board National 
Forum.  Most recently,  she obtained funding 
to send  teachers from her  school into the 
middle schools to promote languages. 

Tracy’s contributions were recognized 
with the  2007 Kentucky High School Teacher 
of the Year Award.   By maintaining an inter-
esting, active, dynamic French program and 
by serving as a model for other language 
teachers seeking inspiration for ways to 
shore up the programs at their schools, 
Tracy hopes to infl uence the preservation 
and improvement of language programs at 
all schools. 

AATF-SPONSORED 
SESSIONS AT ACTFL

The AATF will again sponsor six ses-
sions at the 2008 ACTFL Convention which 
will take place November 21-23, 2008 in 
Orlando, FL.
• “Introducing the Culture of French-Speak-

ing Switzerland” presented by AATF Pres-
ident Marie-Christine Koop, Fred Toner, 
Ohio University, and Peter Machonis, 
Florida International University;

• “Introducing the Culture of French-Speak-
ing Belgium” presented by AATF Pres-
ident Marie-Christine Koop, Rosalie 
Vermette, Indiana University-Purdue 
University at Indianapolis, and  Aaron 
Prevots, Southwestern University;

• “Advocating for French: Promoting Your 
Program to all Audiences” presented by 
Executive Director Jayne Abrate and 
AATF President Marie-Christine Koop; 

• “Using Blogs, Podcasts, and Clickers in 
the World Language Classroom” present-
ed by Lara Lomicka, Chair of the AATF 
Telematics and New Technologies Com-
mision, Gay Rawson, Lawrence Williams, 
and Gail Corder;

• “Connecting to the Standards: Innova-
tive New Lessons for French Teachers “  
presented by Rebecca Fox, Chair of the 
AATF Student Standards Commission;

• “Le Grand Concours 2009“ presented by 
Geneviève Delfosse , Secondary Test 
Development Chair, and National Director 
Lisa Narug.
For information about attending the con-

vention, visit [www.actfl .org].

BE SURE TO VISIT THE 
JNCL WEB SITE

www.languagepolicy.org

TRIBUTE TO OUTGOING 
COUNCIL MEMBER

Jean-Pierre Berwald has served two  
terms as Region II Representative.  In ad-
dition to being an active participant in a nu-
merous chapter functions, Jean-Pierre was 
particularly pleased to see the AATF meet for 
the fi rst time in Belgium, the country of his 
birth.  Jean-Pierre has also served as chair 
of the Regional Representative Nominating 
Committee, served on the Steering Com-
mittee, and as raffl  e announcer at several 
conventions. We thank Jean-Pierre for his 
many years of service to the AATF.
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MESSAGE DE  LA  SECRÉTAIRE GÉNÉRALE
Chers Collègues,

Je vous souhaite une très bonne ren-
trée.     Nous faisons toujours  face à toute 
une gamme de défi s, mais les stratégies et 
les ressources de l’AATF nous donnent la 
possibilité de répondre rapidement.  Que ce 
soit à cause des exigeante de NCLB, des 
budgets serrés ou simplement d’un manque 
de soutien administratif, aujourd’hui nous 
savons  réagir devant de telles menaces.  Il 
existe partout des alliés–parents, d’autres 
professeurs, francophones, chefs d’entre-
prise.   Je vous encourage surtout à ne pas 
attendre une crise.  Préparez-vous à toute 
circonstance.  Munissez-vous de documents 
et de stratégies promotionnels et utilisez-les.  
Nous sommes là pour vous conseiller et 
vous aider.

J’entends souvent dire d’un côté que 
l’AATF est une association de professeurs 
d’université et de l’autre que nous sommes 
une association de professeurs de lycée.  
Les deux affi  rmations sont vraies.    Il est 
vrai que 65% de nos membres enseignent 
au secondaire, mais les professeurs du se-
condaire forment les élèves qui continuent 
leurs études de français à l’université.  Les 
25% de nos membres qui sont professeurs 
d’université ont besoin de ces élèves.  Ils 
forment les futurs professeurs.   Nous en-
cou-rageons tous les membres de l’AATF à 
collaborer non seulement avec leurs collè-
gues au  même niveau, mais avec ceux qui 
enseignent au cycle précédent et au cycle 
supérieur.   L’union fait la force.

Renouvellement de votre cotisation
Vous auriez dû recevoir votre appel de 

cotisation pour 2009 un peu avant ce numéro 
du National Bulletin.  Nous vous invitons à 
recruter vos collègues pour qu’ils deviennent 
à leur tour membres de l’AATF.  Pensez 
aussi aux stagiaires qui travaillent avec 
vous.  Si vous êtes responsable de chapitre, 
portez-vous volontaire pour assurer une 
séance de formation pour les professeurs de 
français du district oj vous habitez ou d’un 
district voisin.

Paiements en ligne
Vous avez été assez nombreux à consul-

tez le nouveau magasin en ligne de l’AATF.  
Nous pouvons maintenant accepter des 
paiements en ligne pour la plupart des 
services de l’AATF (adhésion ou renou-
velle-ment, achat de documents, inscription 
au congrès annuel, Outstanding Senior 
Awards, etc.).    Les non membres peuvent 
passer des commandes moyennant des 
tarifs plus élevés pour les documents.  

Congrès annuel
Comme vous avez pu lire dans le mes-

sage de la Présidente, les préparatifs pour le 

AATF COMMISSION ON FRENCH FOR 
BUSINESS AND INTERNATIONAL TRADE

Vol. 1: Issues and Methods in French 
for Business and Economic Purposes, ed. 
Patricia W. Cummins, 1995, 172 pp., $24.  
(while supplies last).

Vol. 2: Making Business French Work: 
Modes, Materials, Methodologies, ed. Steven 
J. Loughrin-Sacco and Jayne Abrate, 1997, 
275 pp., $25+ $3 postage and handling, ISBN 
1-891611-003.  Contact SDSU CIBER Press, 
San Diego State University, 5500 Campanile 
Drive, San Diego, CA 92182-7732.

Frost in France: An American Recycling 
Company Negotiates a Joint Venture in 
France, Maureen Maguire Lewis, 2001, 80 
pp., $30 Instructor’s Book, $42.50  Student 
Packet.  Includes postage and handling.  
Contact SDSU CIBER Press [www-rohan.
sdsu.edu/dept/ciber/frost.html].
AATF COMMISSION ON CULTURAL COM-
PETENCE

France at the Dawn of the Twenty-First 
Century: Trends and Transformations, ed. 
by Marie-Christine Koop, asst. by Rosalie 
Vermette, 2000, 300 pp.,  $33.95    ISBN 
1-883479-29-0.  Contact Summa Publica-
tions, P.O. Box 660725, Birmingham, AL 
35266-0725.

Le Québec aujourd’hui: Identité, société et 
culture, ed. by Marie-Christine Koop, 2003, 
309 pp., $30 Can.  ISBN 2-7637-8032-6.  
May be ordered from [www.ulaval. ca/pul].

Prices are subject to change without 
notice.

AATF PUBLICATIONS 
AVAILABLE

AATF OUTSTANDING 
SENIOR IN FRENCH 

AWARD
EXTENDED TO THE 
COLLEGE LEVEL

Beginning in 2003, the AATF established 
an Outstanding High School Senior in French 
Award.   In 2005, the Executive Council 
voted to extend this award to the college/
university level.  

Any public or private secondary school  or 
college/university student with at least one 
French teacher who is an AATF member may 
participate.  Only one name per school per 
year will be accepted.  In the event that there 
are multiple French teachers or professors in 
a given school or department, they must de-
cide among themselves who the nominee will 
be and submit only one name to the AATF.  
In the event of multiple submissions, only the 
fi rst name received will be considered for the 
award, based on postmark.   The nomination 
must be made by a current AATF member.

To qualify for the award, a student must:
• have maintained an “A” average in 

French;
• have maintained a “B” average over-

all;
• be in his or her senior year at a public 

or private secondary school or at a 
public or private college or university;

• have demonstrated exceptional 
commitment to the study of French 
by participating in extracurricular 
activities related to French which 
may include but are not limited to 
the Grand Concours, study abroad, 
National French Week activities, or 
French Club, Pi Delta Phi, tutoring;

• at the time of graduation, have com-
pleted at least three years of formal 
French study;

• be a nonnative speaker of French;
• be nominated by an AATF member.
Only one student per school per year will 

be accepted. 
Students will receive a certificate ac-

knowledging their award and a press release 
to distribute to local media; a congratulatory 
letter will be sent to the principal or dean, 
and the student’s name will be placed on 
the AATF Outstanding Senior Honor Roll on 
the AATF Web site.  The registration fee for 
the award is $25.  For an additional $10 fee, 
students can also receive an Outstanding 
Senior in French medal.

There is no deadline for this award.  The 
nomination form is  posted on the AATF 
Web site.

congrès de San Jose démarrent.  Le 15 dé-
cembre est la date limite pour la soumission 
des propositions.  Le formulaire se trouve 
sur le site Web  [www. frenchteachers.org].  
Vous trouverez dans les prochains numéros 
du National Bulletin ainsi que sur le site Web 
d’autres renseignements au fur et à mesure 
que nous les confi rmerons. 

Je vous invite tous à (1) renouveler votre 
cotisation; (2) voter dans les élections de 
l’AATF; (3) partager avec nous vos bonnes 
idées; (4) recruter vos collègues pour qu’ils 
deviennent membres de l’AATF; et (5) pro-
mouvoir et défendre le français par tous les 
moyens.

Jayne Abrate
Secrétaire générale
[abrate@siu.edu]



6  Vol. 34, No. 1 (September 2008)

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE AATF ANNUAL CONVENTION IN LIEGE
The 82nd annual AATF Convention, July 

16-19, 2008 in Liege, Belgium had as its 
theme, “Le Français au coeur de l’Europe.”  
It actually began a few days earlier with a 
pre-convention excursions to Brussels and 
Spa.  Nearly 60 teachers spent the day 
visiting these two historic locations.  Those 
in Brussels were treated 
to a visit of the European 
Parliament in addition to all 
the historic sites in Brussels.  
Those in Spa strolled the 
quaint streets and were 
able to spend a few hours 
on a beautiful day in the 
thermes.   The participants 
in the summer seminar 
(see pages 14-15) had also 
spent the previous week 
at the Université de Liège 
after having spent a week in 
Geneva, Switzerland.

The AATF Executive 
Council spent two days 
deliberating before the con-
vention began.  They met on July 14 at the 
Palais provincial  where they were welcomed 
by Pascale Pitance, Inspectrice de la Prov-
ince de Liège, and treated to lunch.  In the 
evening, Patrick Fers, the French consul, 
invited the Executive Council to the annual 
Bastille Day reception followed by a gala din-
ner that lasted into the wee hours.  Conven-
tion-goers who arrived early were treated to 
an open-air concert by French singer Gérard 
Lenorman just outside the Holiday Inn.  On 
July 15, the Executive Council was invited 
to meet at the CERAN Lingua school in Spa 
where we were again treated to a wonderful 
lunch thanks for the generosity of Fabienne 
Carmanne, Managing Director, and Roland 
Bartholomé, Commercial Director.   Special 
thanks to CERAN Lingua for organizing the 
Spa excursion and for sponsoring our Out-
standing Chapter Offi  cer Award (see page 2).

The convention opened officially on 
Wednesday, July 16.  In the usual bustle 
of arrivals, numerous Executive Council 
members and attendees were interviewed 
by a  local television station.  The inter-
views were broadcast several times during 
our stay.   AATF President Marie-Christine 
Koop  welcomed attendees, and then she 
introduced the dignitaries,  Michel Foret, 
Gouverneur de la Province de Liège; Willy 
Demeyer, Bourgmestre de la ville de Liège; 
Patrick Fers, Consul général de France à 
Liège; Christos Sirros, Délégué général du 
Québec à Bruxelles, et  Françoise Lejeune, 
Directrice générale de la SPI+ de Liège. 
After their welcoming remarks, Roger De-
haybe, Administrateur général honoraire de 
l’Agence intergouvernementale de la Fran-

cophonie (actuelle OIF),  gave the plenary 
lecture.  After the opening session, nearly 
150 congressistes and guests attended the 
Welcome Luncheon. 

Sessions and workshops began in ear-
nest following the luncheon and continued 
throughout the next two and a half days.  

To close the opening day, participants were 
able to get a fi rst look at the Exhibit Hall (fi nd 
out more about our exhibitors on the AATF 
Exhibitor Web page at [www.frenchteachers. 
org])  during a wine and cheese reception 
cosponsored by the AATF and, as they have 
for many years, by  the Cultural Service of 
the French Embassy in Washington.   

Following the exhibit opening, Ma-
rie-Dominique Simonet, Ministre de l’Ensei-
gne-ment supérieur et de la Recherche de la 
Communauté française de Belgique, off ered 
all attendees and their guests a walking din-
ner, un dîner pérégrinatoire. Walking dinners 
are a concept that was new to many of us 
but are very popular in Belgium.  Welcome 
remarks were conveyed by Mme Simonet’s 
aide, M. Gon-
froid.

Day 2 was a 
full day of ses-
sions and work-
shops,  many 
highlighting the 
theme of  the 
convention, “Le 
F r a n ç a i s  a u 
coeur de l’Eu-
rope.”  During 
the lunch break, 
many members 
participated in 
the fourth an-
n u a l  D i c t é e 
organized by 
Marie-Simone 
Pavlovich, her-
self a f inal ist 
in  la  Grande 

Dictée run by Bernard Pivot.  Winners were 
announced at the beginning of the AATF 
Delegate Assembly.  At the end of both Day 
2 and Day 3, eight groups of attendees, 
numbering over 200 total, left for two-hour 
Walking Tours of the Coeur historique or the 
Itinéraire Simenon.   

G u e s t  s p e a k -
ers included  Alain 
Braun, Université de 
Mons-Hainaut, Gen-
eviève Briet, Université 
catho-lique de Lou-
vain, Annie Cornet, 
Univer-sité de Liège, 
Pierre Coenegrachts, 
Office de Tourisme 
Wallonie Bruxelles, 
Jean-Marc Defays, 
Université de Liège, 
Michel Firket, Échevin 
de l’Urba-nisme, de 
l’Environne-ment, du 
Tourisme et du Dével-
oppement durable , 

Jean-Pierre Hupkens, Échevin de la Culture, 
Jérôme Jamin, Université de Liège, Quentin 
Michel, Université de Liège, and Paul-Émile 
Mottard, Fédération  du Tourisme de la Prov-
ince de Liège.   The expertise of our local 
guest speakers is what makes meeting in 
a Francophone location such an enriching 
experience for teachers.  Other special 
sessions and meetings included numerous 
exhibitor and commission sessions, as well 
as meetings of the National French Contest 
Administrators (see the complete program 
on the AATF Web site).

Participants took advantage of the locale 
to shop, to sample Belgian cuisine and beers, 
and to absorb the Francophone culture.  
Sampling local brands of chocolate was a 
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favorite pastime, as well as gaufres. 
Day 3 of the convention was equally busy.  

In addition to the many sessions and work-
shops, there was a morning coff ee break 
in the exhibit hall where lucky attendees 
won valuable prizes at the exhibitor raffl  e, 
including a number of séjours.  The raffl  e 
was expertly organized by AATF intern Jor-
dan McGuire with the help of Lisa Narug, 
Director of the National French Contest.  Be 
sure to check out the Exhibitor Web page on 
the AATF Web site at [www.frenchteachers.
org] as well as the list of convention sponsors 
(see page 20).

In the afternoon, the AATF Assembly of 
Delegates met to ratify the decisions of the 
Executive Council, and the Dictée winners 
were announced (see page 35).  

Nearly 140  members participated in 
the Awards Banquet  at the Château de 

Limont (see the complete list of honorees 
on page 42).  After a short bus ride out into 
the countryside, the festivities began with 
an apéritif followed by a short interactive 
performance by Belgian singer Raphy 
Raphael.  Following dinner, we welcomed 
three new honorary  members (see page 
11), Alain Braun, Jean-Marie Klinkenberg, 
and Margot Steinhart, honored Outstanding 
National French Contest Administrators, 
and recognized our outgoing Executive 
Council member, Region II Representative 
Jean-Pierre Berwald, who will fi nish his term 
in December (see page 4).   Among the 
numerous award recipients were Hervé Le 
Guilloux, Samantha Godden-Chmielowicz

, and Eileen  Angelini who received the 
2008 AATF Dorothy S. Ludwig Excellence in 
Teaching Awards at the Middle School, Sec-
ondary, and University levels (see page 1).  
This award is sponsored by former AATF Re-
gion I Representative and Honorary Member 
Robert Ludwig who provides a cash award 
for the recipients which they receive in addi-
tion to a year’s complimentary membership 

in the AATF and a one-year 
subscription to Le Français 
dans le monde.  This year, 
we awarded for the second 
time, the  AATF CERAN 
Lingua Outstanding Chapter 
Officer Award which was 
received by Janet L. Smith, 
Immediate Past-President of 
the Houston  AATF Chapter 
(see page 2).  She will enjoy  
a one-week stay in one of the 
CERAN Lingua programs.   
Intercultural Student Expe-
riences again sponsored the 
ISE Language Matters Award 
which was given to Tracy 
Lambert  (see page 4).  The 
award includes a cash prize.  We also were 

delighted to recognize 
M. Bauduin Blairon, 
SPI+ de Liège,   Chair 
of the Local Commit-
tee, whose help was in-
valuable in making the 
convention a success.  

Those who did not 
have Saturday depar-
tures were able to take 
advantage of the fi nal 
half-day of sessions 
and workshops and 
further explore the city.  
The last offi  cial activity 
of the convention was 
the departure on Sun-
day morning of more 
than 40 participants 
on two excursions, one 

to Anvers, the dia-
mond capital, and 
the other La Route 
de la Bière.  

Al though  the 
weather was gray 
a n d  s o m e w h a t 
r a i n y,  t h e  s u n 
shone periodically 
and the showers 
were usually brief.  
One convention-go-
er got the photo of 
the Holiday Inn she 
had been waiting 
for with a rainbow 
in the background 
on her last day in 
Liege (unfortunate-
ly, the rainbow does 
not transfer well to 
black and white).  
The view from the 
Palais des congrès 
on the Meuse River 

was exceptional, and the welcome every-
where was warm.  In short, the 423  partici-
pants were able to enjoy  151 sessions and 
4 workshops, 40  exhibit booths, numerous 
guest speakers and  performers, and several 
unique excursions.  The AATF would like to 
thank the staff  members who helped make 
the convention such a success, Administra-
tive Assistant Darla Phoenix and intern Jor-
dan McGuire who helped us throughout  the 
convention.   AATF staff  members were aided 
in their work by the personnel of the Palais 
des congrès.  Finally, the Local Committee 
worked tirelessly to ensure a memorable 
convention.  The AATF would like to thank 
the speakers, exhibitors, and sponsors (see 
page 20) without whom the convention could 
not  have happened.



8  Vol. 34, No. 1 (September 2008)

The AATF exists to support teachers of French in the U.S.  Our mission is to support all eff orts 
destined to advance the French language and literatures as well as all French-speaking cultures.  We 
encourage collaboration among teachers in the public and private sectors as well as among all levels 
of teaching.  We strive to provide members with the tools needed to advocate for French study and 
promote the teaching and learning of French in their schools and communities. 

In 2007, we are launching a special campaign to commemorate the 80th anniversary of the founding of the AATF with some 
special contributor categories:

______ 80th Anniversary Club ($80)
______ Sponsor ($500)
______ Patron ($100)
______ Sustaining Member ($50) 
______ Other amount

In addition, the Executive Council established special contributor designations and benefi ts for those who pledge larger amounts:

Platinum Level Benefactor:  Awarded to any member with more than 10 years of membership who has named the AATF as a 
benefi ciary in his or her will for at least $10,000.  The Platinum Benefactor will receive a framed certifi cate, honorary member-
ship status, complimentary registration to all future AATF conventions, and be placed on the Web site Honor Roll of donors;

Gold Level Benefactor:  Awarded to any member with more than 10 years of membership who has named the AATF as a 
benefi ciary in his or her will for at least $5000.  The Gold Benefactor will receive a framed certifi cate, life membership status, 
complimentary registration to all future AATF conventions, and be placed on the Web site Honor Roll of donors;

Silver Level Benefactor: Awarded to any member with more than 10 years of membership who contributes at least $2500 in a 
given year.  The Silver Benefactor will receive a framed certifi cate, complimentary registration to all future AATF conventions, 
and be placed on the Web site Honor Roll of donors; 

Bronze Level Benefactor:  Awarded to any member with more than 10 years of membership who contributes at least $1000 
in a given year to the AATF.  The Bronze Benefactor will receive a framed certifi cate and be placed on the Web site Honor 
Roll of donors.

In addition to these categories, members will also be recognized each November in the National Bulletin as a Sponsor, Patron, or  
Sustaining Member.  However, we welcome contributions in any amount.    Please make a donation to the AATF Fund for the Future 
when you return your dues invoice this fall.  A contribution made in 2006  is deductible on your 2006 income tax return. 

Your generous donations, which are tax deductible, support our many activities, including

 12 publications per year
 National French Week
 National French Contest
 Société honoraire de français
 contests for students at all levels
 the work of 13 AATF commissions
 an award-winning Web site
 collaborative projects such as the National Standards for Foreign Language Learning
 promotional and advocacy materials for programs in diffi  culty
 annual conventions around the U.S. and in many Francophone locations (Quebec, France, Belgium, Martinique)
 more than 25 scholarships to France, Quebec, and Belgium
 more than $10,000 in grants
 numerous awards and honors for members and their students and administrators

For more information on AATF activities, visit [www.frenchteachers.org].
To become a sponsor or benefactor, send your contribution to AATF, Mailcode 4510, Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, 

IL 62901.

 Avec nos plus sincères remerciements!

Support the AATF and the Promotion of French in the U.S.
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Commission on Advocacy
Robert “Tennessee Bob” Peckham, Chair
Modern Foreign Languages
University of Tennessee
Martin, TN 38237
E-mail: [bobp@utm.edu]

Commission on Articulation
Suzanne Hendrickson, Chair
Dept. of Foreign Languages
University of Missouri-St. Louis
One University Boulevard
St. Louis, MO 63121-4400
E-mail: [hendricksonr@umsl.edu]

Commission on Community Colleges
Denise McCracken, Chair
St. Charles County Community College
4601 Mid Rivers Mall Drive
St. Peters, MO 63376
E-mail: [dmccracken@stchas.edu]

Commission on Cultural Competence 
Marie-Christine Koop, Chair 
Dept. of Foreign Languages
University of North Texas  P.O. 
Box 311127   Den-
ton, TX 76203-1127
E-mail: [koop@unt.edu]

FLES* Commission
Harriet Saxon, Chair 
Montclair State University,   
One Normal Avenue
Upper Montclair, NJ  07043
E-mail: [hdparis20@aol.com]

Commission on French for Business and Eco-
nomic Purposes

Eileen Angelini, Chair
Canisius College
2001 Main Street
Buff alo, NY 14208-1098
E-mail: [eileen.angelini@canisius.edu]

Commission for the Promotion of French
Joyce Beckwith, Chair

AATF  NATIONAL COMMISSIONS
Wilmington High School
Wilmington,  MA 01887
E-mail: [jbeckwith@wilmington.k12. 
ma.us]

Commission on High Schools
Brenda Benzin, Chair 
824 Delaware Road
Kenmore, NY 14223-1236 
E-mail: [bbenzin@aol.com]

Commission on Middle Schools
Janel Lafond-Paquin, Chair
Rogers High School
15 Wickham Road
Newport, RI 02840
E-mail: [madamep51@hotmail.com]

Commission on Student Standards
Rebecca Fox, Chair
George Mason University
4400 University Drive
Fairfax, VA 22030-4444 
E-mail: [rfox@gmu.edu]

Commission on Professional Teacher Standards
Susan Colville-Hall, Chair
University of Akron
Akron, OH 44325-4205
E-mail: [colvill@uakron.edu]

Commission on Telematics and New Technol-
ogies

Lara Lomicka Anderson, Chair
809 Humanities Offi  ce Building
University of South Carolina
Columbia, SC 29208
E-mail: [lomicka@sc.edu]

Commission on Universities
Patricia Cummins, Chair
School of World Studies
Virginia Commonwealth University
P.O. Box 842021
Richmond, VA 23284-2021
E-mail: [pcummins@vcu.edu]

AATF MEDALS
AATF medals make excellent awards to give to outstanding students at the end of the school year.  We have medals in two price ranges.  

The Washington/Lafayette and Hexagone medals are $5.25 each.  They are 1-inch in diameter, blue, gold, and white cloisonné enamel.  The 
other  medal is a bronze 2-inch in diameter medal which displays Les Armes de Paris for $18.   All prices include shipping and handling.  To 
order medals, please fi ll out the form below, and send  it with payment to: AATF Materials Center, Mailcode 4510, Southern Illinois University, 
Carbondale, IL 62901.  Please print.

Name _______________________________________________________ Telephone: (Home) ______________________

Address _________________________________________________________ (Work) ____________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________
 Quantity               Quantity

_____ Washington/Lafayette @ $5.25 _____ L’Hexagone @ $5.25

_____  Les Armes de Paris @$18 or 3 for $45    Total enclosed: ___________________
Check the Materials Center (page 38)  for other promotional items.

NEW HONORARY 
MEMBERS

Three exceptional individuals were 
named Honorary Members of the AATF 
at the Awards Banquet in Liege.  AATF 
Past-President Margot M. Steinhart was 
recognized for her long and exemplary ser-
vice to the AATF, fi rst as a chapter offi  cer 
for the Chicago/Northern Illinois Chapter, 
then as national Vice-President, and as 
President of the AATF.  She also continues 
to fi ll many other roles on AATF committees, 
commissions, and task forces.  Among her 
many accomplishments as President are 
the organization of the program for three 
national conventions (Atlanta, Quebec City, 
and Milwaukee), the creation of the AATF 
Book Club, the Tête-à-Tête initiative, and 
the chapter advocacy liaisons.

Alain Braun, Université de Mons-Hain-
aut, is a longtime friend of the AATF.  As 
President of the Fédération internationale 
des professeurs de français, his help was 
invaluable in the organization of two joint 
meetings (Paris 2000 and Atlanta 2004).  He 
has attended a number of AATF conventions 
and was a special semi-plenary speaker in 
Liege.  

Jean-Marie Klinkenberg is a member 
of the Académie royale de Belgique and 
a world-renowned expert on Francophone 
studies.  He worked closely with Christopher 
Pinet, Editor in Chief of the French Review, 
on the preparation of the special issue of the 
French Review devoted to French-speaking 
Belgium in honor of the 2008 convention.   He 
also contributed two articles to the special 
issue.  

We thank all three of these colleagues 
for their support of the work of the AATF 
and are pleased to award them Honorary 
Membership.
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PARLEZ-VOUS... POSTER SERIES
This series of six full-color 11x17” promotional posters for French teachers are based on the themes “Parlez-vous...histoire?” “...

cuisine?” “...civilisation?” “...sciences?” “...sports?” and fi nally “Parlez-vous...français?”  They were designed especially for the AATF with 
support from a grant from the French Cultural Service and the AATF.  The brightly-colored abstract posters suggest many aspects of 
French and Francophone cultures that can be treated in the classroom.  Includes a 123-page guide for using the posters to promote 
French.  Thumbnail sketches of the six posters can be viewed at [www.frenchteachers.org/hq/materials/material.html].  

Send this form and payment of $15 (members)/$25 (nonmembers) to AATF Materials, Mailcode 4510, Southern Illinois University, 
Carbondale, IL 62901; Fax: (618) 453-5733.       Prices valid through 5/31/2009.

Name : ________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip: ____________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone: ________________________________________________ Home ____________ Work ________________

NOW! COULEURS ET PARFUMS AND TANT QU’ELLE CHANTE, ELLE VIT
apprendre le français grâce à l’héritage de Carole Fredericks

Tant qu’elle chante, elle vit, available in DVD as well as VHS, is a joint venture of the AATF and CDF Music 
Legacy, LLC.  Based on the music of Carole Fredericks, an African-American singer who emigrated to France in 
1979, the program includes six music videos and a workbook.  Because Carole was a protegee of Jean-Jacques 
Goldman, he has written a special tribute about her for the workbook.

Carole’s Couleurs et parfums CD is now available with an accompanying Activity Book containing re-
producible lyrics, activities, and lesson plans.  The CD delivers a blend of rap and rhythm & blues inspired songs 
en français.

Send this form with payment to AATF Materials, Mailcode 4510, Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, 
IL 62901; Fax: 618-453-5733.

Tant qu’elle chante, elle vit  

 ___$55 DVD and Workbook    

 ___$45 Video and Workbook   

Couleurs et parfums

 ___ $49.95 CD and Activity Book   Total enclosed _________

_____ Check enclosed.  Make check payable to the AATF.

_____ Credit card (Visa or Mastercard only) ______________________________________Exp. date ______________

Name ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _______________________________________________________________________________________

Daytime telephone: _______________________ E-mail: _____________________________________________
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Take advantage of the best professional 
development opportunity available and, at 
the same time, help the French teaching 
profession strengthen its presence in edu-
cational institutions nationwide. The rewards 
for becoming National Board certifi ed, along 
with the professional development opportuni-
ties, make the experience a valuable experi-
ence.  In addition to national recognition and 
being authorized and qualifi ed to teach in any 
state in the union, most states reward Nation-
al Board Certifi ed teachers with a monetary 
bonus to their salary that is good for several 
years.   Although certifi cation through the 
National Board for Professional Teaching 
Standards (NBPTS) has been open to world 
language teachers since 2001, for the last 
couple of years there have been fewer than 
50 French teacher candidates annually who 
pursue National Board certifi cation (NBC).

Why National Board certifi cation?  We 
know that quality instruction from highly 
qualifi ed teachers helps students reach high 
standards of learning.   The NBPTS main-
tains:  “Research demonstrates that quality 
instruction from highly qualifi ed teachers is 
important; accomplished teachers help stu-
dents to reach high standards of learning.”   
In other words, the NBPTS sets our national 
standard for accomplished teachers and es-
tablishes a voluntary system that really works 
to assess and certify teachers who meet 
these standards. The standards represent 
the consensus of professional educators 
and are recognized as one measure of a 
highly qualifi ed teacher.  And, we want more 
French teachers to be counted in this group 
of recognized professionals. 
Support your profession.  If the numbers 
of NBC French teacher candidates dwindle, 
French could lose the prestige of being a 
discipline evaluated by the NBPTS.  This 
is what happened to German, Latin, and 
Japanese.  We do not want Spanish to be 
the only language assessed in the category 
of World Languages Other than English 
(WLOE).  We want principals to hire highly 
qualifi ed French teachers, and that certainly 
includes Nationally Board Certifi ed Teachers 
(NBCTs).
Professional Development.   NBCTs who 
have been through the rigorous process 
of certifi cation will say that it is “one of the 
best professional development experiences 
in their teaching careers.”  According to the 
NBPTS:

The process allows teachers to en-
gage in analytic study of their class-
room practice as teachers.  Teacher 
reflection becomes an embedded 
habit as a result.  For some teachers, 
the intrinsic rewards of this opportunity 

are an end in itself.  Others are rec-
ognized with fi nancial incentives that 
substantially enhance their salaries.  
Districts often are able to retain high 
quality teachers in the classroom with 
financial incentives, alleviating the 
attrition of good teachers to other po-
sitions in and out of teaching.  National 
Board Certifi cation can open the doors 
to many teacher leadership opportu-
nities while allowing these teachers 
to continue to do what they do best: 
teach.  NBCTs speak at professional 
conferences, support professional 
growth in other teachers, work as part 
of their school communities to en-
hance student outcomes, and promote 
teaching as a professional career. 

Research.  A study by Goldhaber (2004) 
comparing the students of NBCTs to students 
of teachers who had not achieved this dis-
tinction concluded that students of NBCTs 
signifi cantly outperformed the comparison 
group.  NBCTs  did a “measurably better”  
job in the classroom.  In another study, re-
searchers found NBCTs outperformed non-
NBCTS on eleven of thirteen key dimensions 
of teaching expertise (UNC, Greensboro, 
2000).
Act now!  If you are a secondary French 
teacher and have 3-5 years teaching ex-
perience in the classroom, now is the time 
to consider the National Board certifi cation 
process.  If you teach at another level, en-
courage all your colleagues teaching French 
in secondary schools to pursue certifi cation.  
There may never be a better time. 
Take more than one year.  If one year 
seems too little time for you to complete 
the challenging commitment, think of it as 
a two- or three-year process and complete 
the portions you feel you are ready to handle 
each year.
Work with a group.   It is best to work with 
a group of teachers supported through a 
local institution of higher learning.  If you live 
in a rural area, become an e-partner with a 
National Board certifi ed AATF teacher, by 
contacting Susan Colville-Hall at [colville-
hall@uakron.edu].  The situation one AATF 
member describes with her e-partner who 
is a member of the AATF Professional Stan-
dards Commission demonstrates the power 
of on-line mentoring:

I wanted to thank you for putting me 
in contact with Steve Dubrow , who 
has guided me through the retake 
process the past several months. I 
am the only French teacher in my 
building, and the only other French 
teacher I know with National Board 

Certifi cation in my state lives two hours 
from me. When I asked her about her 
experience with the process, she was 
very bitter about having to retake the 
second year  and was reluctant to 
discuss National Board at all.

In working alone, I found that I 
could not see the trees for the forest. 
I was so busy trying to paint the big 
picture that I could not seem to get 
down to the necessary details. That is 
where Steve was so benefi cial. He did 
not let me stray from the questions and 
made sure that I was thorough in the 
presentation of my evidence. Since 
he knows both the assessment pro-
cess and the language, he was able 
to advise me from both angles. I am 
so thankful that I saw your article in 
the AATF National Bulletin last fall, 
and I hope other teachers who are 
considering undertaking NBC in iso-
lated areas realize the resource that 
is available to them. Please continue 
to promote this eff ort, and recognize 
the individuals like Steve who are so 
selfl essly willing to assist.

Financial assistance.  Check with (1) your 
state Department of Education for possible 
fi nancial aid, (2) a local university that sup-
ports certifi cation through grants, or (3) your 
local AATF Chapter. (The Florida Chapter 
will be off ering scholarships on a fi rst-come 
fi rst-served basis to help to public school 
teachers who become candidates by the 
end of September and to independent school 
teachers who become candidates by the end 
of October.)

Sign up now to become National Board 
certifi ed.   It just takes a commitment to 
showing that you are the great teacher you 
have become.

To learn more, contact: telephone:  1-800-
22 TEACH; Web site: [www.nbpts.org].   If 
you need more help, contact  AATF Commis-
sion on Professional Standards Chair, Susan 
Colville-Hall at [colvillehall@uakron. edu].
 

HIGHLY QUALIFIED EDUCATORS ARE NATIONAL BOARD CERTIFIED 
TEACHERS: YOU CAN BE ONE, TOO! 

CHECK THE WEB FOR 
UPDATES 

The Web site will have regular updates 
on AATF activities including Scholarships, 
National French Week, Awards  [www.
frenchteachers.org].   
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En raison de l’intérêt que je porte à la 
culture et à son enseignement, j’avais déjà 
organisé deux séminaires nationaux de re-
cherche sur la France (1997) et le Québec 
(2001) grâce à d’importantes subventions qui 
m’avaient été accordées par les gouverne-
ments de ces nations. Après que le Conseil 
d’administration de l’AATF eut choisi Liège 
comme lieu du congrès de 2008, j’ai eu l’idée 
d’organiser un autre séminaire en Suisse 
et en Belgique afi n de permettre aux parti-
cipants de prolonger leur séjour en Europe 
et d’assister à notre congrès. J’ai réussi à 
obtenir d’importantes subventions de Pré-
sence Suisse et du Commissariat général 
aux Relations internationales de la Com-
munauté française de Belgique, ce qui m’a 
permis d’organiser ce programme 
du 28 juin au 12 juillet 2008. Les 
négociations avaient débuté en 
2006 et je m’étais rendue à l’Uni-
versité de Liège en octobre de la 
même année ainsi qu’à l’Université 
de Genève en mai 2007 pour ren-
contrer les personnes auxquelles 
j’avais demandé de nous accueillir. 
Ces deux univer-sités jouissent en 
eff et d’une réputation internationale 
et leur situation géographique, au 
coeur de la zone francophone de 
leur pays respectif,  correspondait 
à ce que je recherchais.

Fondés en 1891, les Cours 
d’été de Langue française et de 
civilisations francophones de l’Uni-
versité de Genève [www.unige.
ch/lettres/elcf/coursete/index.html] 
sont le plus ancien programme de français 
langue étrangère (FLE) d’Europe et peut-
être du monde, off rant des sessions à tous 
les niveaux. Leur directeur, M. Jean-Marc 
Luscher, reçoit chaque été plusieurs cen-
taines d’étudiants et de professeurs venus 
du monde entier. Pendant l’année universi-
taire, un programme de FLE est également 
proposé par l’École de langue et civilisation 
françaises [www.unige.ch/lettres/elcf/index.
html]. L’Institut supérieur des Langues vi-
vantes de l’Université de Liège [www.islv.ulg.
ac.be] possède lui aussi l’ex-périence et les 
structures nécessaires pour off rir des cours 
de français langue étrangère mais aussi 
d’autres langues tout au long de l’année. 
Cet Institut, qui est dirigé par M. Jean-Marc 
Defays, propose notamment un certifi cat 
et un master de FLE ainsi que des cours à 
distance. Je voudrais remercier MM. Luscher 
et Defays qui ont accepté non seulement de 
mettre leurs locaux, leur personnel et leurs 
ressources à notre disposition, mais égale-
ment de nous préparer un programme sur 
mesure fi dèle à ma requête.  Je leur avais 
envoyé une liste générale de thèmes à cou-
vrir et de visites possibles et ils ont réussi à 

trouver des spécialistes disposés à donner 
des conférences en pleine période estivale.  

Suite à l’appel à candidatures qui a 
paru dans le Bulletin national de l’AATF de 
novembre dernier, j’ai reçu 49 dossiers. La 
sélection a donc été diffi  cile et les quinze 
candidats suivants ont reçu une bourse de 
l’AATF pour participer au séminaire: Thomas 
Coleman (NY),  Claudia Creek, (ID), Molly 
Enz (SD),  David Hardy (TX), Sylvia Hyde 
(IN),  Andea Lacombe  (DE), Peter Ma-
chonis (FL), Carole Marissael (CA), Rachel 
Markovitz (TN), Constance Pierce  (MA), 
Aaron Prevots (TX), Carol Schneider (PA), 
Elizabeth Schollaert (VA), Fred Toner (OH) 
et Rosalie Vermette (IN).

À ce groupe s’ajoutaient douze étu-

diantes de maîtrise de mon université dont 
j’ai reçu une autre subvention importante 
pour off rir dix bourses comparables à celles 
de l’AATF. Neuf de ces personnes sont en-
seignantes alors que trois sont assistantes 
à l’Université de North Texas (UNT), mais 
toutes devaient être membres de l’AATF pour 
participer au programme qui leur permettrait 
de recevoir six crédits: Elizabeth Arth (TX), 
Liliane Brockington (TX), Becky Fields-Riley 
Richards (TX), Leslie Frank (TX), Jessica 
Geisinger (IN), Anita Greenwood (LA), Tine 
Larsen (TX), Virginie Meyers (TX), Debra 
Mills  (TX), Kathryn Mottram (TX), Karen 
Petree (TX), Aimie Runyan  (CO).  J’ajou-
terai que Ann Sunder-land, Vice-présidente 
de l’AATF (MO), a également participé au 
séminaire à ses propres frais.

Les 25 boursiers du groupe n’avaient que 
le transport à leur charge, tous les autres 
frais (logement en résidence universitaire, 
repas, conférences, visites, documents) 
étant couverts par les subventions. Ils 
s’étaient tous engagés à un suivi ayant 
trait à la Suisse et à la Belgique et revêtant 
plusieurs formes: (1) présenter une commu-
nication ou un atelier lors d’un colloque, (2) 
rédiger un article ou un module pédagogique 

à contenu culturel et (3)  enseigner un cours 
ou un module.  Avant leur départ, je leur 
avais envoyé des renseignements précis 
sur les modalités du séminaire ainsi que le 
programme prélimi-naire.
Cours d’été, Université de Genève

Notre séjour a débuté par un déjeuner 
convivial à la terrasse d’un restaurant en 
plein coeur du vieux Genève, suivi d’une 
visite générale de la ville sous la conduite de 
Massimo Patanè qui a été notre guide pen-
dant la majorité des activités de l’après-midi. 
Les thèmes des conférences comprenaient 
l’histoire suisse (Joëlle Kuntz); les sy-stèmes 
éducatifs en Suisse(Bernard Schneuwly); 
l’économie des politiques linguistiques (Clau-

dio Sfreddo); les enjeux de 
la Genève internationale 
(Jacques Grinewald); une 
visite de la cathédrale et de 
la Maison Tavel (Massimo 
Patanè); la francophonie 
et les parlers de Suisse 
romande (Pascal Singly); 
la littérature romande et 
l’Europe (Doris Jakubec); 
la Suisse dans et hors de 
l’Europe (Anke Tresch); le 
système bancaire, liens 
avec l’économie et secret 
bancaire (Boris Lachat); la 
famille et la femme dans la 
société genevoise (Sabine 
Lorenz). Ces conférences 
plus conventionnelles ont 
été complétées par la visite 

d’un vignoble dans la région de Genève où 
nous avons été reçus par une viticultrice 
pour une démonstration suivie de la dégus-
tation de plusieurs crus. La conférence sur 
la littérature s’est déroulée au château de 
Coppet, ancienne résidence de Necker et 
Mme de Staël; nous y sommes allés en train 
alors que, pour le retour à Genève, nous 
avons fait une croisière sur le lac Léman par 
un temps magnifi que. Le séjour en Suisse 
s’est terminé par une excursion d’une jour-
née au village de Gruyères où nous avons 
commencé par la visite d’une fromagerie 
avec arrêt obligé à la boutique remplie de 
produits traditionnels. Nous avons ensuite 
gravi la route menant au village surmonté 
d’un château médiéval et qui off re une vue 
imprenable sur le paysage alpin traditionnel 
avec chalets ornés de géraniums et vaches à 
clochettes broutant au fl anc des montagnes. 
Notre groupe a pu profi ter des nombreuses 
manifestations off ertes ce jour-là dans le vil-
lage, dont une démonstration de la presse de 
Gutenberg et de joueurs de cor alpin. Avant 
la visite du château, nous avons dégusté une 
délicieuse fondue suisse, bien arrosée de 
vin blanc local, dans un restaurant typique. 

SÉMINAIRE SUR LA SUISSE ET LA BELGIQUE FRANCOPHONES
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C’est à regret que nous avons dû quitter ce 
lieu pittoresque et enchanteur. 
Institut supérieur des langues vivantes, 
Université de Liège

Le 6 juillet, nous avons effectué le 
voyage de Genève à Liège en TGV, avec 
change-ment de gare à Paris. Il faut ima-
giner 29 personnes, chargées de bagages, 
envahis-sant un wagon et monopolisant la 
portière pour la montée et la descente… La 
deuxième partie du séminaire  comprenait 
des conférences sur la Belgique, pays de 
l’entre-deux (Jean-Marc Defays); le français 
de Belgique (Laurence Wéry); les paysages 
de Belgique (Christine Gonda); l’éducation 
en Communauté française de Belgique 
(Laurence Wéry); la gastronomie belge 
(Laurence Wéry); la Belgique au sein de la 
dorsale européenne (Christine Gonda); la 
littérature francophone de Belgique (Frédé-
ric Saenen); l’art en Belgique francophone 
(Christina Incoul); le cinéma francophone 
de Belgique (A. Hertay); et l’histoire de la 
Belgique (Frédéric Saenen). Les visites de 
l’après-midi nous ont permis de visiter l’Ar-
chéoforum et un certain nombre d’églises de 
Liège, puis de nous rendre à Maastricht (aux 
Pays-Bas fronta-liers) où avait été signé le 
traité de l’Union européenne en 1992 ainsi 
qu’à Namur, capitale de la Wallo-nie, où nous 
avons déambulé dans les souterrains de 
la célèbre forte-resse. La dernière journée 
était consacrée à une excursion à Bruxelles 
avec visite de la cathé-drale et de plusieurs 
lieux dignes d’intérêt dont la célèbre statue 
du Manneken-Pis, la Grand-Place, les bou-

tiques de dentelle, sans oublier 
une dégustation de bière puisque 
la Belgique en off re quelque 500 
variétés! Notre dîner de clôture 
avait été organisé par les partici-
pants dans un restaurant réputé de 
Liège où nous avons pu déguster 
quelques spécialités de la région 
dont les boulets-frites, les chicons 
(asperges) et le véritable café 
liégeois. J’ajouterai que,  pendant 
notre séjour, nous avons tous goû-
té aux moules-frites, aux gaufres 
et aux chocolats. Contrairement à 
ce que l’on croit généralement, les 
frites auraient été inventées par les 
Belges et  non pas par les Français.

Plusieurs participants ont prolongé leur 
séjour afi n d’assister à notre congrès au-quel 
certains ont d’ailleurs présenté une commu-
nication. En guise de suivi au séminaire, un 
recueil d’articles sera préparé dans les mois 
à venir.  Un certain nombre de conférenciers 
des Universités de Genève et de Liège ont 
déjà accepté d’y collaborer et d’autres spé-
cialistes ont été invités. Sa publication sera 
annoncée en temps voulu.

Au nom de l’AATF, je voudrais exprimer 
ma profonde gratitude à Pré-sence Suisse 
et à M. Daniel Gruenenfelder, ancien Consul 
général de Suisse à Atlanta, ainsi qu’au 
Commissariat géné-ral des Relations inter-
na-tionales de la Communau-té française de 
Belgique, en particulier à M. Philippe Suinen, 
Mmes Anne-Marie Geens, Vinciane Périn et 
Éliane de Pues-Levaque, pour avoir permis à 
nos membres de participer à un programme 

de qualité qui dépassait 
largement mes espérances. 
Les participants ont chacun 
reçu des deux gouverne-
ments un sac contenant 
des do-cuments culturels à 
employer dans leurs cours. 
Nous avons été accueillis 
chaleu-reusement et nous 
avons tous été très tou-
chés par la gentillesse qui 
nous a été témoi-gnée à 
Genève aussi bien qu’à 
Liège. Nous en savons gré 

à MM. Jean-Marc Luscher et Jean-Marc 
Defays qui ont compris dès le début les 
objectifs de notre séminaire et ont fait tout 
ce qui était en leur pouvoir pour nous aider 
à les atteindre; je tiens à remer-cier leurs 
collaboratrices, Mmes Laurence Wéry et 
Marie-Thérèse Diaz pour leur assistance sur 
le pan logistique. Je vou-drais enfi n exprimer 
ma gratitude à l’Université de North Texas et 
au comité de M. Philip Turner, Vice Recteur, 
qui a soutenu ce projet sans hésitation.

Enfin, je voudrais préciser que nous 
formions un groupe homogène et que 
nous avons passé ensemble des moments 
chaleureux. Nous conserverons tous un 
excellent souvenir de cette expérience et 
nous avons déjà prévu de nous réunir lors 
de prochains congrès, notamment celui 
d’ACTFL à Orlando en novembre 2008 et 
celui de l’AATF 2009 à San Jose où nous 
présenterons des communications et ateliers 
sur la Suisse et la Belgique. 

Marie-Christine Koop
[koop@unt.edu]

La Grand-Place à Bruxelles
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What are some of the challenges of 
declining enrollments?  (1) assessing the 
future of graduate literature programs; (2) 
going beyond literature to attract majors; (3) 
encouraging vs. discouraging split majors; 
(4) dwindling enrollments in grades 5-8; (5) 
attracting students; (6) assessing the use-
fulness of French.

What are some of the negative attitudes 
that might thwart language teaching?  (1) 
language as enrichment rather than core 
subject; (2) language as part of a gifted/
talented or special project; (3) language not 
part of a “school-to-work” curriculum; (4) 
languages and literatures as “high culture” 
subjects; (5) diffi  culty recruiting qualifi ed 
teachers; (6) funding shortfalls; funding is 
presently based on literacy and numeracy; 
(7) relative diffi  culty of learning a language; 
(8) reduced contact hours; (9) global studies 
programs with no language requirement.
What is advocacy and how does it diff er 
from promotion?  

Promotion is advertising; we tell people 
what we want them to know about French.  
La Semaine du français is a prime example 
of this type of campaign.  Those who are 
advocates respond to  more fundamental 
problems at a program level–how to retain 
or increase necessary funding for a program; 
how to avoid cuts in requirements or to in-
crease requirements, how to impact school 
board policies aff ecting languages.

Former AATF Vice-President Barbara 
Ransford described her personal battle 
with the Arkansas legislature when, during 
her tenure as AATF Chapter President, a 
Senator proposed Spanish as the primary 
foreign language in the state.  Ransford 
related her scramble to round up a coalition 
of colleagues who could testify about the 
importance of many languages and thus 
prevent the bill from being passed.  Ransford 
stressed the need to be vigilant, to watch 
which way the politicians are leaning, and 
to put together a defensive team before 
it is needed.  “Don’t sit back!”  she urged 
members.  “Know your constituency and 
be vocal.”

Teachers who promote French and teach-
ers who advocate for French need to work 
together, and often their eff orts will overlap.  
They need to build their own resources: (1) 
fi nd local business people who promote lan-
guages in their business; (2) outline French 
moments in American and local history; (3) 
locate well-known people in your state/com-
munity who speak French; (4) profi le the local 
school districts and colleges/universities in 
your area; and (5) use available resources 
such as the French Embassy or Consul-
ates, Invest in France Agency, Alliances 
françaises, French-American Chamber of 

Commerce, world trade organizations, etc.
The AATF Advocacy Depot provides 

many ideas for chapters on how to mobilize 
their troops at the grass roots level.  Former 
AATF Vice-President “Tennesse” Bob Peck-
ham has developed templates for “New York 
Needs French/Tennessee Needs French” 
and encourages local advocates to begin to 
gather information on the status of French 
in their state for their own “state Web page.”  
He also needs stories of advocacy projects–
those which have worked as well as those 
which have not–to document and pass on 
to others.  For assistance or to share your 
story, contact  “Tennessee Bob” Peckham at 
[bobp@utm.edu].   Check out the AATF Web 
site [www.frenchteachers.org] for updates.

YOUR FRENCH PROGRAM IS WORTH SAVING

2009 SUMMER SCHOL-
ARSHIPS FOR HIGH 

SCHOOL AND COLLEGE 
FRENCH STUDENTS
The American Society of the French Ac-

ademic Palms (ASFAP) invites high school 
and college students to apply for Summer 
2009 scholarships to be used for a four-week 
minimum study program in a French-speak-
ing country.  To qualify, the student must be 
a junior or senior enrolled in an advanced 
high school French program or a sophomore 
or junior with a French major (preferred) or 
a French minor at a post-secondary insti-
tution. Up to three scholarships of $2500 
each will be awarded. The recipients may 
use the award to cover travel and program 
costs in a French program that the recipient 
selects. The applicant must be endorsed by 
a member of ASFAP, which is a non-profi t 
corporation whose members have been 
awarded the French Academic Palms by 
the French Ministry of Education. Application 
forms, transcripts, and recommendations 
must be received by January 20, 2009.  
Applications and information about obtaining 
an endorsement by a member of ASFAP will 
be sent electronically upon request.  Please 
contact Professor John C. O’Neal, Hamilton 
College [joneal@hamilton.edu].

MEMBERSHIP DRIVE
The AATF is launching a three-

year membership campaign!  See 
the announcement on this page  for 
information concerning the 3-for-1 
off er for a year’s free membership.

NEWS FROM THE
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
One new Executive Council member
joined the group during the 2008 Conven-

tion in Liege. Sister Mary Helen Kashuba 
was elected Vice-President for the term 
2008-2010. Region IV (Mid-Atlantic) Rep-
resentative Alice Cataldi, Region VI (East 
Central) Representative Randa Duvick, 
and Region VIII (Southwest) Representative 
Jacqueline Thomas were re-elected for the 
term 2008-2010.

AATF MEMBERSHIP DRIVE
The AATF is again sponsoring a membership 

recruitment campaign.   Membership in your 
professional association is the business of each 
member.  Just as we seek to promote the study 
of French among our students and  adminis-
trators, we must also promote membership in 
the AATF to all our colleagues, in particular our 
younger colleagues.  We ask you to reinforce 
the benefits of belonging to a professional 
association to  your colleagues.

How It Works
We are offering a special three-for-one 

incentive to current members to recruit new 
members.  If the current member can get three 
new members to join, 2009 membership will be 
free.  The requirements are:

 the three new members’ forms with 
payment must be mailed together 
to National Headquarters with the 
sponsoring AATF member’s name 
prominently indicated;

 the current member’s preprinted 
renewal invoice should, if possible, 
accompany the three new forms;

 if the current member has already paid 
dues for 2009, the free membership will 
be applied to the next calendar year; no 
refunds will be made.

If you are a teacher trainer, we ask you to 
encourage your students who are planning a 
career in teaching French to join as student 
members.   Membership forms are available on 
the AATF Web site  [www. frenchteachers.org], 
or we will send membership forms to anyone 
who requests them.  

If you have access to state or local mailing 
lists of French teachers or members of other 
language organizations, please think to forward 
those lists to us, and we will verify whether or 
not they are already members of the AATF and, 
if not, do a special mailing to them.  The lists 
must be current and must contain specifi cally 
French teachers.

Please help us recruit new and veteran 
teachers to help the AATF continue to be a 
dynamic and growing organization!
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NATIONAL FRENCH WEEK 2008
Start planning now for the sixth annual National French Week celebration.  Join with your local chapter, colleagues in your school and community, 

as well as colleagues at local colleges and universities to create another exciting National French Week.  
Special National French Week materials (pencils, balloons, pins, bumper stickers, T-shirts) are still available for distribution (see page 15).  Make 

sure to order early.  If you wait until October, it may be too late to receive your order in time for your celebration.  
Remember that every activity from large to small can be an eff ective promotional event for the study of French, especially when students are 

involved.  Below is just a brief list of some of the successful activities organized by our members over the past four years, proceeding from small 
to city-wide:

• student-created posters on French or Francophone scientists, artists, authors, engineers displayed in the school or in local places of busi-
ness;

• a student-created mural featuring famous French or Francophone individuals or a giant crossword puzzle with French clues;
• an exhibit of student-created reproductions of famous French art works;
• a French meal served in the school cafeteria or French menus for the regular cafeteria fare;
• inviting colleagues in other disciplines to study units on French-related topics during the week;
• serving croissants and café au lait in the teachers’ lounge or to the counselors and offi  ce staff ;
• a “French fact a day” read over the public address system;
• poster, slogan, cooking, sports, or recitation contests with prizes, of course;
• organizing groups of older students to teach a French lesson or song to elementary school students;
• a job fair featuring local French businesses or U.S. businesses that have operations in France;
• guest speakers including natives of Francophone countries, artists, authors, performers, or fi lm directors;
• immersion activities (but with outside participation by administrators or elected offi  cials as judges, for instance), Francophone festivals, 

fi lm festivals, performances;
• collaboration with area music, theater, or arts groups, museums, local movie theaters, sports teams, international clubs, etc.;
•a talent show or cabaret or karaoke evening featuring all French skits, songs, and music;
• consult the AATF Web site [www.frenchteachers.org] for other ideas.

These represent just a few of the many creative ideas suggested by our members.  Do not forget that one of the key components of National 
French Week is to involve target audiences beyond our students and their families.  Be certain to include counselors, fellow teachers, potential 
students and their parents, administrators, school board members, and local elected offi  cials in your festivities.  Begin working now to obtain a 
proclamation from your mayor and share it with colleagues in your city.  AATF Chapters should begin work immediately to obtain a proclamation 
from the governor and make sure every chapter member receives a copy.  These can be published in newsletters and on posters and shared with 
the media.  University faculty should take a copy of these proclamations and request a similar statement from the university president or provost.  

Many of you reported having diffi  culty getting media attention for your activities.  Media coverage is a key component to a successful National 
French Week, but is not always easy to attract.  The media are interested in events rather than information.  Present your news as an event although 
you may need to provide background information as well.  Court your local journalists and television reporters or, better yet, have your students 
do it.  Don’t forget the school newspaper or alumni magazine.  Of course, this year you can return with documents, photography, and video from 
past events.  Create a schedule for contacting the media with periodic updates both before and after the event.  

CELEBRATE NATIONAL FRENCH WEEK 
NOVEMBER 5-11, 2008

    NATIONAL FRENCH WEEK CHECK LIST
• Consult the AATF Web site for ideas for your 2008 National French Week celebration;
• Ask your students for input;
• Invite colleagues to join you and share the work;
• Prepare a fl yer for your colleagues in other disciplines, and ask them to support your eff ort by planning a 

French-related unit during National French Week; off er to help them fi nd information;
• If you have not already done so, request a proclamation from your mayor (combine eff orts in larger cities or 

work with your local chapter so you do not duplicate eff orts);
• Order promotional materials, an AATF Promo Kit (page 34) or National French Week items (page 41);
• Solicit support from local businesses, civic organizations, or Francophone agencies;
• Contact local media representatives;
• Put your students to work researching information, preparing materials, and making contacts.
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AATF STANDARDS MANUAL: Making Global 
Connections Using French Language and Culture: 

Standards-Based Lessons for Novice though 
Intermediate Level Language Learners

Learning scenarios developed by the AATF Commission on Student Stan-
dards.    $25 per copy ($40 nonmember).

Name: _______________________________________________________

_

Address: _____________________________________________________

_

NEW! LAISSEZ LES BONS TEMPS ROULER!

Due to popular demand, we have decided to continue producing 
the Baton Rouge convention T-shirts.  The design is white on royal 
blue.  A limited number of bags are also available with the same 
design.  Price includes shipping and handling.  

 __________     T-shirts x $13 ____ M ____ L  _____  XL 
___________ T-shirts x $14 ____ XXL 
___________ Bags x $10 each      
     ___________Total enclosed 

Name: ________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________

City, State, Zip _________________________________________________

Tel: ___________________Mail to: AATF, Mailcode 4510, Southern Ill. Univ., Carbondale, IL 62901 

NEW! LA FONTAINE T-SHIRT COLLECTION

We are pleased to announce a new series of T-shirts based on Les Fables de la 
Fontaine.  Designed by a graphic design student at Southern Illinois University, each 
T-shirt features an illustration of a fable with the morale in French.  New designs will 
be produced periodically.  Ten design in all.  Available October 1. 

 __________     T-shirts x $15 _____ S ____ M ____ L  _____  XL 
___________ T-shirts x $16 ____ XXL 
     
     ___________Total enclosed 

Name: ________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________

City, State, Zip _________________________________________________

Tel: ___________________Mail to: AATF, Mailcode 4510, Southern Ill. Univ., Carbondale, IL 62901 

The AATF Fund for the Future exists to 
support initiatives approved by the Executive 
Council which promote  French studies across 
the U.S.  For the past several years, the Fund for 
the Future has been used to support National 
French Week.   

To this end the Executive Council voted 
in 2002 to establish the following new cate-
gories  and benefi ts for Fund for the Future 
Benefactors: 

PLATINUM LEVEL BENEFACTOR:  Awarded 
to any member who shows that they have 
named the AATF as a benefi ciary in their will 
for an amount of no less than $10,000; will 
receive a framed certifi cate, honorary mem-
bership status, complimentary registration 
to all future AATF conventions, be placed on 
the Web site Honor Roll of donors;
GOLD LEVEL BENEFACTOR:  Awarded to any 
member who shows that they have named 
the AATF as a benefi ciary in their will for an 
amount of no less than $5000; will receive 
a framed certifi cate, life membership status, 
complimentary registration to all future 
AATF conventions, be placed on the Web 
site Honor Roll of donors;
SILVER LEVEL BENEFACTOR: Awarded to any 
member who contributes at least $2500 in a 
given year to the AATF; will receive a framed 
certifi cate, complimentary registration to all 
future AATF conventions, be placed on the 
Web site Honor Roll of donors; 
BRONZE LEVEL BENEFACTOR: Awarded to 
any member who contributes at least $1000 
in a given year to the AATF; will receive a 
framed certifi cate, be placed on the Web 
site Honor Roll of donors.
In addition to these new categories, mem-

bers will also be recognized each November in 
the National Bulletin as a Sponsor ($500-$999), 
Patron ($100-$499), Sustaining Member ($50-
$99).  However, we welcome contributions in 
any amount.    We are nearly 10,000 members 
strong, and if every member donated only $1, 
we would have $10,000 to devote to scholar-
ships and the development of promotional ma-
terials and activities.   Please consider making a 
donation to the AATF Fund for the Future  as you 
return your dues invoice this fall.  Contributions 
are tax deductible.

CONTRIBUTE TO THE 
AATF FUND FOR THE 

FUTURE

SEE YOU IN SAN JOSE!
July 2-5, 2009
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REGIONAL REPORTS
REGION IX:  PACIFIC

Chapters in Region IX work energetically 
to provide worthwhile professional develop-
ment activities to support their members.  
Many chapters work closely with the French 
Consulates in their areas as well as with the 
Alliance française and other Francophone 
organizations to sponsor a variety of events.  
Le Grand Concours & FLES Contest 

The national contests continue to be an 
important area of focus for Region IX with 
all chapters reporting national winners.  
This year 9830 students participated in the 
exams. There were 1365 national winners in 
the region.   Special congratulations to the 
following chapters for increasing their enroll-
ment:  Southern California Chapter:  8.63% 
increase (Emily Rogers, Contest Adminis-
trator),  Oregon Chapter:  48.30% increase 
(Colette Richardson, Contest Administrator), 
Hawaii Chapter:  5.38% increase (Vanny 
Clay, Contest Administrator)
Regional Conferences

The Northern California, Southern Cal-
ifornia, and San Diego chapters combined 
their efforts to sponsor a session at the 
California Language Teachers Conference 
in Irvine.  The session, entitled “What the 
AATF Can Do for You,” was an opportunity 
for French teachers from all over California 
to hear about the benefi ts of membership 
in AATF and to meet chapter offi  cers and 
colleagues.  The chapters look forward to 
future joint eff orts and functions.  

Submitted by Anne Jensen ,
Region IX Representative
[ajenhrob@earthlink.net]

REGION I: GREATER NEW YORK
Every chapter was extremely involved this 

year accompanied by several well-deserved 
honors.  A special contest commemorating 
the 250th anniversary of the birth of the 
Marquis de Lafayette, and sponsored by 
the Cultural Service of the French Embassy, 
attracted students from throughout the region 
to participate. Information about French 
events taking place within the New York 
City area is provided by a newsletter from 
Fabrice Jaumont of the Cultural Service.  Le 
Grand Concours, a well-attended Distribution 
des prix, the celebration of National French 
Week, and specialized local events were 
diverse and plentiful throughout the region.

The Metropolitan Chapter (Françoise 
Santalis, President) presented several pro-
grams destined towards both the promotion 
of the study of French and improved teaching 
techniques. A presentation by two students to 
the UFT convention in Manhattan delineat-
ing the importance of French study was so 
successful that they have been scheduled to 
repeat the presentation three times in Octo-
ber. The Chapter cosponsored “Le concours 

de Lafayette” with the Cultural Service–an 
activity that involved numerous schools from 
New York City and resulted in an increased 
awareness of the important role played by 
Lafayette in the history of New York. The 
annual Metropolitan Gala took place at the 
Alliance française and featured a presenta-
tion by Pascale Richard (editor-in-chief of 
France Amérique) that traced the origin of 
the newspaper from its conception during the 
time of Napoleon, as well as one by Claire 
Bourgeois, Director of Language Study for 
FIAF. Financial sponsorship was provided 
by the French Cultural Service, and main 
contributors were also representatives from 
Columbia and Montclair Universities. Several 
well-attended evening programs throughout 
the year which featured Québécois authors 
were presented by Debra Popkin, Baruch 
College, and a one-day workshop spon-
sored by Columbia University treated the 
use of authentic documents in teaching. 
Highlights of Le Grand Concours were the 
numerous FLES winners from the region and 
the two-session Distribution des prix where 
all students received additional prizes from 
the Chapter

The Nassau County Chapter (Deana 
Schiff er, President) again sponsored “La 
Soirée de hockey.” This overwhelmingly 
popular event was attended by 980 students, 
parents, and AATF teachers from Nassau, 
Suff olk, and Westchester counties.  Offi  -
cials from the Canadian Consulate and the 
Quebec Government House addressed the 
audience in French and in English, and a pri-
vate question and answer session with Bruno 
Gervais, the Islanders’ Québécois player, 
and Coach Dan Lacroix, followed the game.  
The annual Aline C. Desbonnet Poetry 
Contest involved hundreds of students who 
competed in the creation of original poetry 
and in poetry recitation; engraved plaques 
were presented to the winners’ schools.  
Participation in “Le Concours de Lafayette” 
was also very popular in this chapter.  The 
Chapter was 21st in the nation for enrollment 
in Le Grand Concours, and a fully paid trip 
to France was presented to the level 5A 
fi rst place winner, Amanda Marinoff , and 
her teacher, Susan Salzman, J.F.Kennedy 
High School.  The FLES Laureate for 2007 
was Kerianne Dibattista of Herricks Middle 
School. Her teacher, Thomas Coleman, is 
also the recipient of one of the 2008 AATF 
scholarships to study in Switzerland and Bel-
gium. In addition, Deana Schiff er has been 
named Chevalier dans l’Ordre des Palmes 
académiques «pour services rendus à la 
culture francaise».

The Suffolk County Chapter (Sarah 
Jourdain, President) kicked off  the school 
year with a “dégustation de vins régionaux” 

and “visite guidée” at a local vineyard.  The 
activities were conducted in French by Gilles 
Martin, wine specialist at the vineyard. This 
event was followed by the Chapter’s annual 
“Meet and Greet” which serves the dual 
purpose of being both the fi rst meeting of 
the year and a membership drive. The larg-
est event sponsored by the Chapter was 
a special concert featuring French singer 
and songwriter Jacques Yvart.  More than 
700 Suffolk county French students and 
teachers attended the daytime concert which 
was off ered free-of-charge to members and 
students. This fact enabled many to use the 
occasion to schedule an aff ordable fi eld trip 
including the concert and lunch. The annual 
Concours de poésie aff orded members’ stu-
dents the opportunity to recite original and 
classic poetry and attracted many students 
from the area. Suff olk County teachers also 
participated in  “La  Soirée de hockey.“ The 
Distribution des prix recognized winners of 
le Grand Concours, and seventh annual 
Kathleen Ann Lyons Memorial Scholarship 
for Excellence in the Study of French Lan-
guage and Culture was awarded to Thomas 
Mallazzo, student of Christine Rigaud, Haup-
pauge High School.  The fi nal event of the 
school year was a luncheon meeting where 
participants discussed ways to improve and 
increase student contact with peers in Fran-
cophone countries.

The Westchester Chapter (Sophie Kent, 
President) started the school year with a 
“Best Practices” workshop and a concert for 
members’ students. Members, their students, 
and students’ families also participated 
actively in “La Soirée de hockey.”  Chapter 
involvement in le Grand Concours was ex-
ceptional, and they have been awarded the 
prize for the highest enrollment by a small 
chapter. Their Distribution des prix was of-
fered on two separate occasions, and the top 
winners were given $800 vouchers for travel 
and free walking tours of Paris.  The Jacob 
Burns Film Center of Pleasantville donated 
20 tickets to the Chapter for a “sortie ciné-
ma” to see Persépolis, and AATF members’ 
students were invited to a free screening of 
Molière in conjunction with SUNY Purchase’s 
French Film Festival. Information about 
local events is provided by e-mails from 
the French Welcome Group (for expatriate  
French people) and the Westchester/Green-
wich Alliance française, as well as from the 
newsletter provided by Fabrice Jaumont of 
the French Cultural Service. 

Submitted by Madeline Turan
Region I Representative
[chezmadeline@optonline.net]
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LA FRANCE DIVISÉE
This 36-min. documentary fi lm explores the two sides of France during World War II: the collaboration with the Vichy government 

as well as the courage of many Righteous Gentiles and members of the Resistance. It also includes interviews with seven French people: 
a Holocaust survivor, three child survivors, two historians, and a leader of the French Resistance. Each interviewee presents a very dif-
ferent account of his/her experiences.  The fi lm concludes with actual footage of two historic apologies from the French government and 
Catholic Church. President Jacques Chirac publicly apologized for France’s role in the deportation of Jews (1995), and Bishop Olivier de 
Berranger apologized for the silence of the French Catholic Church and asked for forgiveness (1997).  Written, produced, and directed by 
Barbara P. Barnett and Eileen M. Angelini.  Recommended for high school or college.

Mail or fax this form with payment to AATF Materials, Mailcode 4510, Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, IL 62901; fax: 618-453-5733.  
Prices include postage and handling.

La France divisée (DVD with French, English, and no subtitles) _____ copy (ies)

La France divisée (VHS in French with English subtitles)  _____ copy (ies)

 $25 (member)/$30 (nonmember)   

Study Guide (20-page workbook accompanying the program) _____ copy (ies)

 $5 (member)/$6 (nonmember)

        Total enclosed _________

_____ Check enclosed.  Make check payable to AATF.

_____ Credit card (Visa or Mastercard only) ______________________________________Exp. date 
______________

Name _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _______________________________________________________________________________________

SPONSORS DU CONGRÈS DE 
LIÈGE

Service culturel de l’Ambassade de France à 
Washington


Ville de Liège


TV5 Monde


Province de Liège


CERAN Lingua


Intercultural Student Experiences


Ministère de l’Enseignement supérieur


Concordia Language Villages


Webster University (MO)

Promotional Materials 
Looking for materials to attract students, 

promote French, and enliven your classes?

Check out the 

• AATF Materials Center (p. 38)
• Promotional Flyers  (p. 36)
• Promotional Materials (p. 29)
• Promotional Kit (p. 34)
• World Speaks French fl yers (p. 30)

du 5 au 11 novembre 2008
Initiatives locales, régionales, et nationales 

Consultez le National Bulletin et le site Web de l’AATF 

NATIONAL FRENCH WEEK: 
LA SEMAINE DU FRANÇAIS

Agiss
ons...

Fêto
ns e

nse
mble!

Branchons-n
ous...
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Are you looking for a low-tech project 
to draw out the natural creativity of your 
students? Consider creating an assignment 
using Photo Story, a free program available 
for download from [www.Microsoft.com].

Photo Story is a simple tool that allows 
you to build a slide show of images which 
you can overlay with text, music, and voice 
recordings. Similar to PowerPoint, you can 
add transitions between slides as well as 
various eff ects to the images. After building 
your Photo Story, you can compress and 
save the slide show so that it can be played 
through Windows Media Player. Though the 
fi nal slide show is comprised of still shots, the 
transitions and other motion eff ects create 
a presentation that has the feel of a video. 
While intended for snapshot enthusiasts to 
display photographs of family and friends, 
Photo Story is one of those everyday tools 
that can be easily adapted for use in the 
language classroom.

I decided to design a Photo Story as-
signment for students enrolled in my second 
semester French course at Valparaiso Uni-
versity after witnessing a colleague’s suc-
cess in assigning an iMovie video project to 
her upper-level French students. I wanted a 
low-tech alternative to her video assignment 
since this project would not be the culminat-
ing focus of my course.

I assigned the Photo Story project twice 
in the semester. For the fi rst assignment, 
students were to work with a partner and 
simply write a story in the past tense, having 
just studied the passé composé. I instructed 
the students to choose 6 to 8 images that 
they would link together in a story told in the 
past tense. In case you are wondering about 
accuracy: I fully anticipated misuse of the 
passé composé since I assigned the project 
before introducing the imparfait. However, 
once we began working with the imparfait 
a few weeks later, I exploited their errors 
by requiring the class to rewrite a few of the 
stories, changing the passé composé to the 
imparfait whenever necessary.

Though I established requirements re-
garding the number of slides and length of 
text for each slide, I gave students choices so 
that they could incorporate their personalities 
and unique perspectives, hoping this would 
cause them to engage more fully with the 
language. Students could write their story in 
the fi rst or third person or primarily through 
dialogue exchanges. The story could be 
biographical, fi ctional, silly, or serious. The 
images could be pulled from the Web or 
could be snapshots they took themselves. 
The open nature of the assignment resulted 
in a wide variety of story lines:  L’Aventure 
du snowboard, the story of a bébé tigre, a 
retelling of Le Fantôme de l’Opéra, among 

others.
For the final exam, students were to 

choose one review item (a specifi c verb 
tense, direct object pronouns, etc.) and cre-
ate a Photo Story that would illustrate this 
review item. The parameters I provided for 
this assignment were somewhat narrower 
since I would later require the class to view 
and respond to each of the Photo Stories 
during our final review. Students again 
submitted a variety of story illustrations: a 
predictable retelling of  Blanche Neige, a 
true account of one student’s automobile 
accident, even a continuation of one group’s 
fi rst Photo Story plot.

A colleague in German adapted this as-
signment for her class of beginners. When 
we compared the fi nal results, she was more 
pleased with the Photo Stories her students 
had produced than I was with what my stu-
dents had created. The diff erence in results 
was due in part to the way she framed the 
assignment in simpler terms. Whereas I in-
structed students to subtly demonstrate their 
understanding of a grammatical concept by 
creatively illustrating it within the content of 
a story, my colleague required her students 
to follow a stricter outline. This resulted in 
stories that were more fi nely focused on the 
review of the specifi c grammar item, and 
thus more eff ective as a source of a fi nal 
review for the other class members. The fi rst 
Photo Story project I assigned early in the 
semester was a success partly because of 
the freedom allotted the students in terms 
of both form and content; the second as-
signment probably would have been more 
successful with considerably less freedom 
permitted. The next time I assign the fi nal 
review assignment I plan to incorporate the 
best parts of my colleague’s improvisation 
of the assignment.

As with any technology-based assign-
ment, it was important that I supply detailed 
instructional materials so that the students 
could focus their energies on the content 
rather than figuring out how to use the 
technology. However, I never dismiss the 
potential hidden value of a technology-based 
assignment. Beyond improving their lan-
guage skills, such assignments also naturally 
increase their comfort-level in navigating 
a tech tool that is likely new to them. And 
knowing how to approach an unfamiliar 
technology is a skill all students will inevitably 
have to master in the working world. One 
anecdote to consider: I discovered early 
in the year that a fi rst-generation college 
student of mine had never before sent an 
e-mail message with an attachment. The fact 
that she happened to learn how to perform 
this simple task in my class can certainly be 
counted as success, not to mention how far 
she progressed in her French!

I have posted the support documents for 
these assignments on a Web site that I invite 
you to visit. Posted here are the assignment 
descriptions, technical directions, links to 
download Photo Story and Windows Media 
Player, and tips for viewing a Photo Story 
on a Mac. I hope you will build upon and 
improve these assignments as you explore 
this easy-to-use technology. Be sure to share 
with your colleagues how you can imagine 
students using Photo Story in even more 
creative ways. 

Carol E. Goss
Valparaiso University (IN)
[carol.goss@valpo.edu]
Web: [www.valpo.edu/foreignlang/

PHOTO STORY: A LOW-TECH STORYTELLING TOOL

FRENCH REVIEW NOW 
AVAILABLE ON LINE

The AATF is pleased to announce that French 
Review Vols. 1-77 (1927-2005)  are now available 
in the J-STOR Archive of scholarly journals 
as part of J-STOR’s Language and Literature 
Collection.  The  Collection was developed in 
conjunction with the Modern Language Asso-
ciation to refl ect the worldwide diversity in the 
fi eld of language and literature studies.

Eligible participants can search and browse 
the full-text of the back run, excluding the 
most recent 3 years.  Readers can explore the 
rich tradition of the journals.  For a list of insti-
tutions who participate in J-STOR, please visit 
[www.jstor.org/about/participants _na.html].  
The French Review will soon be available via 
the J-STOR Web site to individual researchers 
who don’t have access to a subscribing library.

J-STOR is an independent not-for-profit 
organization with a mission to create a trusted 
archive of scholarly journals.  Information re-
garding J-STOR is available at [www.jstor.org].

SOCIÉTÉ HONORAIRE DE 
FRANÇAIS ON THE WEB
The Société honoraire de français now 

has information up on the Web site at [www.
frenchteachers.org].  Click on National Head-
quarters, and you will see the link to information 
about starting a chapter, including the form, 
a sample constitution, suggestions for initia-
tion ceremonies  and  the form to report new 
student initiates and information on ordering 
supplies.  

We hope this  will facilitate your communi-
cation with Executive Secretary Todd Knox who 
can be reached at H. Todd Knox, Executive Sec-
retary SHF, 500 Monteigne Drive, Lafayette, LA 
70506-6308; E-mail: [htknox@juno.com].  If you 
do not currently have a chapter of the Société 
Honoraire at your school, start one this year!
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AATF Teaching Videos
Reflets français 

58-min. video, fi lmed by former AATF Vice-President Bernard Petit, features French singer Éric Vincent, on his houseboat on 
the Seine and performing several songs with the text appearing as he sings.  A video tour of Paris concludes follows.  Includes 
30-page teacher’s guide.  $35 DVD/$30 VHS (members)/$45/DVD $40 VHS  (nonmembers)  Circle DVD or VHS

La France divisée
36-min. documentary exploring France during WWII, collaboration with the Vichy government as well as resistance.  It includes 
interviews with a Holocaust survivor, child survivors, historians, and a Resistance leader.  Video or DVD (specify): $25 (mem-
bers)/$40 (nonmembers); Study Guide: $5 each (members)/$6 each (nonmembers) Circle DVD or VHS

Tant qu’elle chante, elle vit
35-min. program features American singer Carole Fredericks performing in French, alone and with singer/songwriter Jean-
Jacques Goldmann.  Package includes 6 music videos and a teacher’s guide.  Ideal for the classroom.  Video: $40 (mem-
bers)/$45 (nonmembers) or DVD: $50 (members)/$55 (nonmembers) Circle DVD or VHS

Mail this form with payment to AATF Materials, Mailcode 4510, Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, IL 62901.  Direct ques-
tions to [aatf@frenchteachers.org]  (Prices valid through 5/31/2009)

Total Amount Enclosed: __________

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip ____________________________________________________________________________________

Tel: _______________________________(H/W)____ E-mail: _______________________________________________ 

Quantity

AATF Promotional Videos/DVDs
Open Your World with French/Le français m’ouvre le monde 

10-min. video to encourage American students to study French.  The video is fast-paced and entertaining, highlighting the areas 
of the wrold where French is spoken and the connections between French and English.  It can be used to recruit students of 
all ages as well as to show parents, administrators, counselors.  The video is completely bilingual with subtitles in French and 
English, depending on which language is being spoken. Circle DVD or VHS

Forward With French
10-min. video of testimonials from business people who use French in their work, including a travel agent, immigration lawyer, 
businessman, and soldier.  It demonstates how studying French can be useful in the job market and is ideal for secondary and 
post-secondary students.   French is still the language to learn. Circle DVD or 
VHS   

Forward with FLES*
11-min. video off ers interviews from diff erent walks of educational life: superintendent, mayor, headmistress, PTA president and mem-
ber, parents, state foreign language specialists, National FLES* Institute director, principals, foreign language chairs and coordinators, 
AATF Regional Representatives, French teachers, Spanish teachers, students...., all promoting the study of French in the elementary 
grades. Circle DVD or VHS

DVD $15 / Video $10 (members) / DVD $18 / Video $12 (nonmembers).  Mail this form with payment to AATF Materials, Mailcode 4510, 
Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, IL 62901.  Direct questions to [aatf@frenchteachers.org]

Total Amount Enclosed: __________

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip ___________________________________________________________________________________________

Tel: _______________________________(H/W)_ E-mail: ________________________________________________________
Prices valid through 5/31/09.

 

Quantity
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to do?  At what time?  Why was that time 
chosen?

5.  What is la descente?
6.  What happened near Antigua on April 1?
Relation – “Battle Plan”—Excerpt #2 Ques-
tions
1.  Where did d’Iberville order M. de Sérigny 

to go and why?
2.  What did d’Iberville order M. du Coudray 

to do and why?
3.  What was M. le Chevalier de Gabaret 

ordered to do?
4.  Where did the British on Nevis go?  What 

was it that they did not see?
5.  How did d’Iberville fi nd a good spot to 

disembark his troops?
6.  D’Iberville led his troops personally when 

they disembarked onto Nevis.  Why was 
this important in the eyes of his soldiers?

Relation  – “Engagement with the Enemy” – 
Excerpt #3 Questions
1.  What happened when d’Iberville arrived 

at the Bourg?
2.  What was M. Duderon’s very important 

function regarding Forte de la Pointe?
3.  What happened to the Flibustiers who 

were marching on the right?
4.  What did the Flibustiers see that M. de 

Saint-André did not see?
5.  What major leader did the British lose 

that day?
6.  What were the French troops able to 

do to the British troops that the British 
dreaded?

7.  Where did the English hide, and what 
benefit did d’Iberville provide for his 
soldiers?

Relation – “Capitulation” – Excerpt #4 
Questions
1.  What was M. de Martinet’s mission?  

What did the English do when they saw 
him?

2.  What is the yack?  What did the ships in 
the harbor do?

3.  What was the purpose of all of d’Iber-
ville’s instructions to the various groups 
of soldiers?

4.  Where were the English hiding?  What 
does d’Iberville do to take care of his 
troops?

5.  What did d’Iberville think of the British 
demands on the fi rst Articles of Capitu-
lation?

6.  How did d’Iberville “convince” the British 
to accept his demands?

Relation  – “After the Capitulation” – Excerpt 
#5 Questions
1.  What did d’Iberville do to the prisoners 

immediately after signing the surrender?
2.  Where were the British citizens allowed 

to go?
3.  What did d’Iberville notice during his 

tour on horseback of the island?  What 

happened?
4.  What had d’Iberville ordered to be done 

at the Bourg?
5. What happened to M. Dupas and his 

troops on their way to the Bourg the day 
before?

6.  In what fi tting way does d’Iberville end 
his account of the battle of Nevis?  Why 
was this so very important?

 LA VIE DES MOTS COLLECTION

Available December 1, 2005.  We have collected fi ve years worth of  original La Vie 
des Mots texts, the accompanying Mots chassés from the National Bulletin as well as 
the Corrigés in one volume.  $15 each ($20 nonmember) or $12 each for orders of more 
than 5 copies.

     ________ “La Vie des Mots”  x $15  = Total enclosed ______________

Name: ________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________

City, State, Zip _________________________________________________

Tel: ___________________Mail to: AATF, Mailcode 4510, Southern Ill. Univ., Carbondale, IL 62901 

AATF COOKBOOK
178-page cookbook contains 34 

illustrated recipes in French with classroom activities.  Also includes reading texts related to 
the ingredients or culinary techniques and exercises.  Numerous vocabulary exercises and 
exercises on measurements.  The cookbook is completed by a glossary and English versions 
of the recipes.  $25 per copy ($50 nonmember).

Name: ________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________

City, State, Zip _________________________________________________

Tel: ___________________Mail to: AATF, Mailcode 4510, Southern Ill. Univ., Carbondale, IL 62901 

REFLETS FRANÇAIS
This outstanding video, created by 

Bernard Petit, presents the songs of Éric 
Vincent along with a visit of Paris.  The mul-
ticultural fl avor of Vincent’s music and the 
poetry of Paris combine to create an excit-
ing document.  The 58-minute video is also 
accompanied by a study guide containing 
a transcript of the narration and the song 
lyrics, cloze exercises, and study questions.  
See page 38 for more information.

2009 AATF ANNUAL CONVENTION
SAN JOSE, CA  JULY 2-5, 2009!
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taire et d’off rir une réaction, il n’est pas rare 
que la discussion continue naturellement et 
avec beaucoup de vivacité.

Un dernier avantage de «ce café-classe» 
est que bientôt on remarque que les élèves 
arrivent en classe enthousiastes avec de 
nouvelles suggestions pour la prochaine 
discussion.  En plus, le professeur com-
mence à mieux connaître ses élèves; les 
élèves deviennent plus compétents; tout 
le monde rencontre de nouvelles idées;  la 
grande tradition de conversation civilisée est 
préservée; et tout le monde s’amuse.

Nancy Smekal
North Medford High School (OR) 
[nancysmekal@gmail.com]

HAVE YOU MOVED OR PLANNING TO MOVE?   LET US KNOW.
AATF publications are mailed Second Class.  The U.S. Post Offi  ce does not forward second 

class mail unless you have paid for this service.  If you move without informing us of your new 
address, the Post Offi  ce destroys the lost issues and charges AATF $.70 per item.  This amounts 
to hundreds of dollars per year in charges in addition to the cost of the destroyed material and 
replacing it.  Therefore, if you have moved or intend to move, please let us know your new address 
by returning this form to National Headquarters as indicated.  Changes can also be e-mailed to 
[address@frenchteachers.org].

Change of Address
Name ____________________________________________________________  
 Last    First   Middle

New  address ______________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
City       State   Zip

Old  address _______________________________________________________
(as it appears on mailing label)

___________________________________________________________________
City       State   Zip

Date new address takes eff ect: _________________________________________
Send this form to: AATF, Mailcode 4510, Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, IL 62901: 
FAX: (618) 453-5733; E-mail: [address@frenchteachers.org].

The advocacy site created by Robert 
“Tennessee Bob” Peckham  provides a 
plethora of information to support French 
programs at all levels. A number of template 
sites for state advocacy of French are on-
line.  If your state is not among these sites, 
please contact T-Bob Peckham [bobp@utm.
edu] to add to the list.  Our goal is advocacy 
for all 50 states! A link to the Advocacy Proj-
ect  is provided at [www. frenchteachers.org].

Template Sites for State French Advocacy

• Advocacy Fact Pact for Arizona [www.
utm.edu/staff /globeg/azadvocacy.html]

• Arkansas Needs French [www.rogers. 
k12.ar.us/users/bgilmer/arkfrench.html]

• California Needs French [www.usfca. 
edu/artscience/californianeedsfrench]

• Colorado Needs French [www.colostate. 
edu/Depts/FLL/pdf/COLORADO.pdf]

• Idaho Needs French [www.iatlc.org/
downloads/Idahofactpack.htm]

• Illinois Needs French [www.aatf-chicnor-
thil.org/Advocacy.htm]

• Indiana Needs French [www.valpo.edu/
foreignlang/aatf/advocacy/placesand-
people.html]

• Kansas Needs French [kfl a. lawrence.
com/aatff actpack.htm]

• Kentucky Needs French [www.french. 
kwla-online.org]

• Louisiana Needs French [www.utm. edu/

ADVOCACY FOR FRENCH PROGRAMS
staff /globeg/louisiana.html]

• Advocacy Fact Pack for Maine [www.
angelfire.com/me4/aatfmaine/aatf_ad-
vocacy_fact_pack_for_main.html]

• Massachusetts Needs French [www.fac-
ulty.umb.edu/brian_thompson/maneeds.
htm]

• Advocacy Fact Pack for Michigan [fl abs.
emich.edu/mi-aatf]

• Minnesota French Facts [www. mnaatf.
org/1d.htm]

• Missouri French Facts [fl amnet.org/MOF-
rench.doc]

• New Jersey [www.utm.edu/staff /globeg/
newjersey.html]

• New York Needs French [www.utm.edu/
staff /globeg/nyadvocat.html]

• Advocacy Page for North Carolina [www.
ncaatf.org/advocacy.html]

• Advocacy Fact Pack for Ohio [ms.logan-
hocking.k12.oh.us/~madame/ohiofrench.
htm]

• Tennessee Needs French  [www.utm. 
edu/staff /globeg/frtnadvoc.shtml]

• AATF Advocacy Fact Pack for Vermont 
[www.vfl a.org/VERMONT.htm]

• Wisconsin Needs French [www.uwm. 
edu/~alkhas/winfrench/index.htm]

F eed the imagination as well as 
the palates of those you are 
trying to reach.

R emind the public of all the 
wonderful and useful reasons 
to learn French.

Entertain with student or guest 
performances or fi lms.

N etwork with French teachers, 
French speakers and Franco-
philes in the community, and 
the local media.

Celebrate the French-speaking 
heritage both within the U.S. 
and around the world.

Highlight for others what your 
students are doing in the class-
room to make learning French 
enjoyable and meaningful.

CALL FOR PROPOSALS
2009 AATF CONVENTION IN 

SAN JOSE
The on-line call for proposals for the 2009 

AATF convention, to be held July 2-5 at the 
Double Tree Inn in San Jose, California has 
been posted on the AATF Web site at [www.
frenchteachers.org].  Proposals will be ac-
cepted until December 15, 2008.  All those 
interested in submitting a proposal should 
consult the AATF Web site.  
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CHAPTER NEWS
Connecticut Chapter

Elizabeth Neger deserves our apprecia-
tion for her extraordinary work arranging two 
concerts for member teachers and their stu-
dents at Fairfi eld High School and Pomper-
aug High School. Some 1071 students and 
75 adults enjoyed the presentation by the 
Québécois group, Le Vent du Nord.

In October, members met  for a wine and 
cheese gathering followed by a workshop 
entitled “Ajoutez  l’ Afrique à vos cours de 
français” presented by Signe Damdar, whose 
pedagogical suggestions were innovative 
and useful as she explored the topic “Êtes-
vous fatigué du béret et de la baguette? 
Découvrez les couleurs de pagnes, les 
saveurs de mangues, les rythmes de tams 
tams.”

We held a day-long workshop of cultural 
linguistic, and pedagogical activities entitled 
“Chez Nous comme en France?” The work-
shop, hosted by Vincent Morrissette, includ-
ed a variety of cultural, listening, speaking, 
reading, writing, and singing activities adapt-
able to every level of instruction.

Submitted by
Alison Pedicord Schleifer
President 

Maine Chapter
The fall 2007 meeting based on the 

theme “Comment enseigner l’héritage fran-
co-américain?” was held at Bates College.  
Presenters included Jane Smith who gave 
a linguistic presentation on North American 
French, Susan Pinette who talked about her 
experiences teaching a Franco-American 
studies course, and Sylvie Charron who 
shared her new translation of “Canuck,” 
an important example of Franco-American 
literature. Participants also watched a per-
formance of Franco-American playwright 
Grégoire Chabot’s Monologues. 

The Chapter established a new $250  
Richard Williamson Scholarship for Teach-
ers, named after a dedicated Chapter mem-
ber and Bates College professor who passed 
away this past year. The scholarship is meant 
to encourage French teachers to participate 
in a summer seminar or conference.

The spring meeting was held in conjunc-
tion with the Foreign Language Association 
of Maine (FLAME) meeting. We discussed 
AATF activities and other French activities 
around the state and held elections for offi  -
cers.  New offi  cers are Kathy Yates, Presi-
dent; Katharine Harrington, Vice-President, 
Priscille Michaud, Secretary; and Sylvie 
Charron, Treasurer.

Submitted by
Katharine Harrington
President

 Montana Chapter

The French Consulate in San Francisco 
sent Finaritra Ramiliason, assistant to the 
Attaché linguistique, to give a presentation 
at the Montana Educational Association con-
ference in the fall of 2007.  French teachers 
were very grateful for her visit and expertise 
in accessing resources on the web for French 
teachers. 
New Hampshire Chapter

Le chapitre a eu sa dernière réunion 
à  l’occasion de la Fall Conference de la 
New Hampshire World Language Teachers 
Association.  
•       Fatouma Megharbi nous a présenté 

un atelier au sujet des ressources dis-
ponibles au Consulat général de France  
à  Boston

•    Jean-Pierre Berwald, notre délégué 
régional de la Nouvelle Angleterre, nous 
a décrit les ressources de l’AATF dans 
la Nouvelle Angleterre et a parlé du 
congrès AATF à  Baton  Rouge en 2007

•  Nous avons aussi bien apprécié la 
croisière de la part de Visit Canada aux 
Isles of  Shoals dans le Portsmouth 
Harbor après notre réunion annuelle.

Au mois de mai, Barbara Cooper et Ju-
liette Rogers ont présenté un atelier intitulé 
“Advertising Grammar: Teaching with Print 
and TV Ads from the Past and Present.” 
Ce programme était une collaboration avec 
l’Université du New Hampshire.  

Au 2008 NHAWLT Conference Christine 
Bois Davis, Directrice exécutive du Cen-
tre franco-américain à Manchester, nous 
présentera aux professeurs de français dans 
le NH des ressources disponibles, et nous 
aurons des élections. 

Comme toujours, un grand merci a Jim 
Lambert pour un autre succès avec le Grand 
Concours.

Submitted by 
Celeste Feren
Présidente

Northern California Chapter
During the week of November 5-10 

the chapter  welcomed Connie Freder-
icks-Malone  to give a workshop and visit 
classrooms to present the music of her 
sister Carole Fredericks, the African-Amer-
ican chanteuse.  Thanks to an AATF Small 
Grant and matching funds from the Chapter, 
teachers and students had the opportunity to 
hear about the music of this performer who 
left the U.S. to fi nd a career in the French 
music industry.  Connie Fredericks-Malone 
shared her sister’s life and experiences with 
enraptured students and teachers through-
out the week.  She also spoke at the Foreign 
Language Association of Northern California 
fall conference in San Francisco.

In February teachers in Northern Cal-
ifornia attended the annual Journée de 
printemps held at San Jose State Univer-
sity.  The theme of the day long workshop 
was “Le Français aux États-Unis.”  Angela 
Elsey, University of California at Santa Cruz, 
gave a presentation on the Cajun language.  
Jan Treadgold, retired French teacher, 
inspired teachers with activities for Mardi 
Gras.  Yolanda Patterson, California State 
University East Bay, spoke about Simone 
de Beauvoir’s visit to the U.S. and her re-
fl ections on the American personality.  San 
Francisco French consulate representatives, 
Jean-Francois Questin  and Finaritra Ramial-
ison, brought materials and Web-based  re-
sources to share with new and experienced 
French teachers.  

Nicole Naditz , French teacher in 
Sacramento, organized a special museum 
exhibit of Francophone Africa at the Alliance 
française in Sacramento.  Nicole received an 
AATF Small Grant with matching funds from 
the local chapter to purchase the materials 
needed for this special exhibit.  

In May French teachers gathered for a 
workshop on French songs that work well in 
the classroom. Everyone brought a song to 
share with the group.  These songs will be 
part of a compilation on a CD available to 
workshop participants.
Oregon Chapter

Chapter members enjoyed a presentation 
from Professor Goron Seyres who spoke on 
Dumon de Montigny.  Many Oregon French 
teachers also attended the Confederation of 
Oregon Foreign Language Teachers (CO-
FLT) fall conference.  At the COFLT spring 
conference French teachers participated in 
an idea sharing session and a French sum-
mit.  Chapter members are looking forward 
to the Washington/Oregon fall conference 
(COFLT/WAFLT) with workshops from Jayne 
Abrate and Radio France Internationale.
Rhode Island Chapter

The Chapter’s board agreed on  the 
need for better communication among the 
membership.  The board decided that we 
would communicate exclusively via e-mail 
as the most effi  cient and expedient.  The 
President sent une lettre d’introduction to 
the membership highlighting the upcoming 
events and the fact that all communication 
would subsequently be in electronic form.   
So far, it has been a great success.  All 
chapter news plus French-themed events, 
professional development opportunities, etc. 
are passed on to the membership via e-mail.

The second initiative was an upgrade 
of our Web site [www.aatfri.com].   The site 
now has a regularly updated events page 
(radio en français and Francophone event 
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NOW AVAILABLE: THE WORLD SPEAKS FRENCH FLYERS & POSTERS
Flyers produced during the national PR campaign for French are now available.  Professionally-designed, four-color fl yers high-

light why French is still the language to study.  Copies of promotional postcards to be sent to local administrators will be sent free 
of charge with all orders.

______   50 copies of The World Speaks French fl yer @ $25 

______   100 copies of The World Speaks French fl yer @ $40  

______   1 copy of The World Speaks French poster @ $4 each      ______   5 copies for $10 

______   10 copies for $20 _______  25 copies for $50 ______  50 copies for $75

______      Check here if you would like 10 administrator postcards at no additional cost

______ Check here is you would like 20 administrator postcards at no additional cost

Name _________________________________________________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Tel: ______________________________________

Send this form and payment to AATF/FLI, Mailcode 4510, Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, IL 62901.

TOP TEN LIST of reasons why  you should read
  FRENCH REVIEW:

1. You are a professional.
2. It’s a forum for your own research and professional 

interests.
3. Depth:  a starting point for your scholarship and 

research.
4. Breadth:  a way to keep abreast of major trends in 

all areas of French studies.
5. Ideas for course development and curricular design.
6. Ready-to-use classroom materials.
7. A great way to keep up with the latest coinages, idi-

oms, slang, and acronyms. 
8. Wonderful ideas for summer reading.
9. It’s just one of the many benefi ts of AATF member-

ship.
10. C’est  une aff aire!

Prepared by Sharon Shelly
College of Wooster (OH)
[sshelly@wooster.edu]

MARK YOUR 
CALENDAR!
JOIN US IN 
SAN JOSE
IN 2009!

Attend the 82nd annual AATF con-
vention as we meet in San Jose.

Join more than 500 colleagues 
from across the U.S. as we  cele-

brate the French language and all 
its cultures.

CALL FOR PROPOSALS
2009 AATF CONVENTION IN 

SAN JOSE
The on-line call for proposals for the 2009 

AATF convention, to be held July 2-5 at the 
Double Tree Inn in San Jose, California has 
been posted on the AATF Web site at [www.
frenchteachers.org].  Proposals will be ac-
cepted until December 15, 2008.  All those 
interested in submitting a proposal should 
consult the AATF Web site.  

VISIT
theworldspeaksfrench.org
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Outstanding Senior in French Award
Recognize outstanding students at the high school or university level!

   a certifi cate signed by the AATF President and Executive Director
  a press release for local or school newspapers
  a congratulatory letter to principal or dean
  Outstanding Senior medal, available for an additional charge.

Student must be a senior in at least the third year of French study, have maintained a 
high average, participated in French-related activities, and be a non-native speaker 

of French.  The nominating teacher must be a current  AATF member.

For more information and complete eligibility requirements: 
www.frenchteachers.org/hq/outstandingsenior.htm or staff @frenchteachers.org

(Basic award: $25 / Award + medal: $35)

FREE TEACHING MATERI-
ALS AVAILABLE THROUGH 

EMBASSY OF SWITZER-
LAND

Switzerland in Sight (La Suisse en Vue), 
is a new 95-page, fully illustrated paper-
back, published by Presence Switzerland. 
It features Switzerland in all its diversity, 
both in its traditions and as a modern state. 
It provides a comprehensive overview of the 
country’s geographical and social texture, 
its political structure, its economic achieve-
ments, and its scientifi c, educational and 
cultural aspects. It is designed primarily for 
high school or college. Switzerland in Sight 
can be ordered in classroom sets of 10 plus 
a teacher manual, which provides ideas for 
use in the classroom.

There are also other materials that can 
be ordered:

1.  “Switzerland in its Diversity” Poster: 
one side of this fold-out poster is a 
scenic view, the other has statistical 
information and a time line.

2.  “Swissworld.org” postcard explaining a 
very useful and comprehensive Web 
site on Switzerland in detail.

3.  “Switzerland in its Diversity” map: 
small map of the country on one side 
and a population and cantonal maps 
on the other.

4.  “Folk music of Switzerland” CD: 
presents natural sounds as well as 
Swiss-German and Swiss-French folk 
songs

5.  “Switzerland Update” DVD; a 20-min-
ute introduction to the nation.

To order any or all of these free items, 
please contact the Cultural Section e-mail: 
[culture@was.rep.admin.ch] or write to Em-

NEW! AATF CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES
A colleciton of Classroom Activities taken from ten years of National Bulletins.  Newly revised 
and organized.  Many activities are suitable for duplicating for the classroom.  $25 per copy 
($40 nonmember).

Name: ________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________

City, State, Zip _________________________________________________

Tel: ___________________Mail to: AATF, Mailcode 4510, Southern Ill. Univ., Carbondale, IL 62901 

COLOR NOTECARDS
We have taken six winning posters from the 
AATF FLES* Poster Contest and turned them 
into notecards.  Great for special notes to 
students and parents.  Six diff erent designs 
illustrate the theme. Inside blank.  Price includes 
envelopes and shipping and handling.  12 for 
$10.00.

     ________ sets (12 cards & envelopes) x $10 = Total enclosed ______________

Name: ________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________

City, State, Zip _________________________________________________

Tel: ___________________Mail to: AATF, Mailcode 4510, Southern Ill. Univ., Carbondale, IL 62901 
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Name : ___________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip: _____________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone: ________________________________________________ Home ____________ Work _________________

Mail this form to AATF Materials,  Mailcode 4510, Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, IL 62901; Fax: (618) 453-5733.

AATF PROMOTIONAL KIT
We have put together this promotional kit off ered for only $50 to help teachers promote French during National French 

Week and throughout the year.  For complete descriptions of all of these materials as well as other items available from the 
AATF, see the Materials Center listing in the National Bulletin (p. 38).  All items can be purchased separately.

The Promotional Kit includes the following:
• A set of 8 one-page promotional fl yers  suitable for duplication (appeared in past issues of  the  National Bulletin)
• 100 copies of the fl yer Why Learn French?
• 100 copies of the fl yer Top 10 Reasons to Learn French
• 100 copies of the fl yer Speaking French: An Investment in the Future
  _____ 25 copies of the Why French FLES*? fl yer  (optional at no extra cost; check if you 

would like to receive them)
  _____ 10 copies of the “Help Wanted” fl yer for counselors (optional at no extra cost; 

check if you would like to receive them)
• 10 Forward with French bumper stickers
• one AATF promotional video/DVD or CD (Please indicate your choice; select only one.)

 _____  Video or ____ DVD Le Français m’ouvre le monde video  

 _____  Video or _____ DVD Forward with French _____  Video or _____ DVD Forward with FLES*

 _____   Architectural Walking Tour of Paris (CD)  _____ Teaching Business French (CD)
• one  AATF guide or FLES* report (Please indicate your choice; select only one.)

 _____ Calendrier perpétuel    ____ La Vie des mots  

 _____ FLES* report (See the National Bulletin, p. 38 for descriptions and titles; specify by year.)
• promotional items (Select only one.)

  _____ 25 Le Français en Amérique du Nord notepads _____ AATF Notecards (2 sets of 12 cards)

  _____ 25 On est les meilleurs! buttons   _____ 25 Forward with French pens

         Total ($50 per kit):  ___________________
This entire kit is available for $50 (postpaid).  This represents a 15% savings over ordering the items individually.  Pay-

ment accepted by check or school purchase order.  This form must accompany all orders.    

SPECIAL OFFER: NEW AATF FLYER
The AATF has produced a new fl yer targeting school guidance counselors.  Entitled “Help Wanted: Encourage Students to Learn 

French,” it outlines how studying French can provide important career advantages for students.  The fl yer was developed by the AATF 
Commission on High Schools.  Limited quantities of the fl yer will be off ered to AATF members free of charge.  

Send a self-addressed stamped business-size envelope to the AATF  with a note requesting the new fl yer.

$.39 postage required for 4 copies of the fl yer

$.63 postage required for 9 copies of the fl yer

As usual, the fl yer is available in larger quantities for the member price of $.10 per copy or in any quantities to nonmembers at $.20 
per copy.

Mail your SASE and request to AATF Flyer, Mailcode 4510, Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, IL 62901.
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DICTÉE  DE 81E CONGRÈS 
DE L’AATF (LIÈGE 2008)
C’est dans une salle comble le 17 juillet 

2008 que se sont réunis les braves congres-
sistes qui se sont livrés au jeu de l’ortho-
graphe française. L’ambiance était chaude et 
au beau fi xe, car tout le monde était là pour 
s’amuser et découvrir de nouveaux mots et 
expressions. Donc après avoir bien planché 
sur le texte, les participants ont passionné-
ment discuté le texte intitulé «À la Simenon». 
(En fait, une de mes amies avait suggéré de 
l’intituler «À la Simone»!) Un titre tout à fait 
approprié puisqu’il s’agissait d’une histoire 
de meurtre qui se passait dans la campagne 
liégeoise, pays d’origine de Simenon.

De toute façon, félicitations à tous les 
participants et participantes! L’essentiel, 
c’est de participer! Les prix? C’est un bonus!

Si vous voulez obtenir une copie du 
texte, écrivez à Marie-Simone Pavlovich 
[mpa347@northwestern.edu].

Un grand merci  aux sponsors: l’AATF qui 
a procuré la plupart des prix, et à TV5 pour 
sa vidéo:  Paris, cité du monde.

Il est temps de voir ce qu’on a fait juste 
ou…faux !
Résultats 
1. Mary Jane Cowles, 2. Randa Duvick, 
3. Barbara Rusterholz, 4. Katherine Kolb, 
5. Donatienne Doughterty , 6. Dinah As-
souline Stillman, 7. Kathleen Rhodes , 8. 
Fred Gitner.

2008 AATF SUMMER SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS
UNIVERSITÉ McGILL:   Signe Steinbuhler (PA)
GOUVERNEMENT DU QUÉBEC:   Heather Brady (IL)
    Denise Ciobanu (SC)
    Colette Clarke (FL)
    Teresa Connolly (MO)
    Harlan Fredenberg (MT)
     Amy Hanson (MI) 
    Jill Lapin (IL)
    Jennifer Nelson (NJ)
    Mary Russell-Townsend (OH)
    Brett Wells (PA)
FRANCE:     Anne Kauff man (AZ)
    Kathleen Mirin (SC)
    Melissa Pauletti (TX)
    Christina Pongracic (MI)
    Nicole Swanson (NC)
WALTER JENSEN STUDENT SCHOLARSHIP:  John Holmes (RI)

NEW ! AATF POSTCARD SERIES
The AATF has just produced six series of  postcards related to France and the French-speaking world.  Each series is 

composed of 10 diff erent images accompanied by a 12-page study guide to utilize the images in the classroom.  Each set 
$8 or all 6 sets for $45 (members)//$10 or $55 (nonmembers).

____ Châteaux (Amboise, Azay-le-Rideau, Chambord, Chantilly, Chenonceau, Cheverny, Ussé, Valençay, Vaux-le-Vicomte, Villandry)
____ Églises et cathédrales (Amiens, Chartres, Lyon, Mont St. Michel, Notre-Dame de Paris, Reims, Rodez, St. Denis, St, Rémy, St. Sernin)
____ Martinique (Baie de Fort-de-France, Bibliothèque Schoelcher, Cathédrale, Diamant, Flore, Fort-de-France, Mont Pelée, St. Pierre)
____ Paris (Beaubourg, Défense, Hôtel de Ville, Louvre, Métro, Notre-Dame, Opéra Bastille, Opéra Garnier, Sacré Coeur, Tour Eiff el)
____ Provence (Aiges-Mortes, Arènes de Nîmes, Arles et les Arènes, Baux-de-Provence, Grasse, Marseille, Pont Van Gogh, St. Trophime, Théâtre 

antique d’Orange)
____ Québec (Cap des Rosiers, Château Frontenac, Chutes de la Chaudière, Chutes Montmorency, Montréal, Rocher Percé, St. Laurent, Ste. 

Anne de Beaupré, Ville de Québec)

  _____ sets x $8 = ________ or $45 for all 6 sets (member prices)  Total enclosed: ________

Name _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _______________________________________________________________________________________

Daytime telephone: _______________________ E-mail: _____________________________________________

ARMES DE PARIS MEDAL

We have fi nally been able to replace the bronze Armes de Paris 
medal which many AATF members liked to award to outstanding 
students.  The back side of the medal can be engraved. Price in-
cludes shipping and handling.  $18 each; 3 for $45.

     ________ medals x $18 (3 for $45)  = Total enclosed ______________

Name: ________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________

City, State, Zip _________________________________________________

Tel: ___________________Mail to: AATF, Mailcode 4510, Southern Ill. Univ., Carbondale, IL 62901 
AATF ON-LINE STORE

www.frenchteachers.org
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“I struggle with decisions and lesson 
plans.  The classroom atmosphere is very 
bad—if you could fi nd someone to help me 
that would be great.  I am hoping for a mentor 
who can help me with diffi  cult topics and with 
lesson plans.”

“I’ve been teaching multi-grades and am 
the only French teacher.  The specialty in our 
school is Spanish.  I feel as if I’m doing too 
much but not enough….I’m beginning to feel 
very discouraged about what I’m doing, but 
there’s no one to tell me that what I’m doing 
is good.  Would it be possible for you to fi nd 
someone in my area who would be willing 
to mentor me?”

“I’d like to get an idea of what other teach-
ers at my level are doing and how they teach 
so that I can improve my teaching.  I have 
no one to support me.  I want to make this a 
strong program.”

“Madame:  I have had many setbacks.  
The administration has decided to offer 
French only in the upper grades with stu-
dents of diff erent levels put into the same 
classroom.  The students are losing interest 
since these changes were initiated and 
several have now quit.  I may lose my job.”

Have you ever had these feelings, fears, 
and doubts?  Have you met a foreign lan-
guage teacher battling some of these same 
problems?  I personally met one of these 
discouraged colleagues during a shopping 
excursion.  The woman helping me with 
my French purchase commented on my 
beautiful pronunciation as I asked her for 
the French product.  I smiled and told her 
that I should be able to pronounce it as a 
French teacher with 35 years of teaching 
and touring experience.  She nearly jumped 
over the counter to embrace me.  She was 
a French teacher working “after-hours” in a 
French store.  She desperately needed help 
with her French program, as it was being 
phased out in favor of another language.  I 
told her about what we had done to combat 
the same problem when it occurred in my 
school district.  We talked at length about 
possibilities, and I e-mailed her during that 
school year to give her support.

As I shared this interesting experience 
with Margot Steinhart, she asked if I would 
be willing to initiate a National Mentoring Pro-
gram for the AATF. Suzanne Hendrick-son, 
Chair of the Articulation Commission, and 
Diana Regan, former Region IV Representa-
tive (PA) began working on this initiative with 
me in 2004.  Across the nation, we have had 
great response from chapters who want to 
become involved in fostering communication 
among French teachers.  Each chapter has 
been asked to designate a Mentoring Coor-
dinator whom we can contact when we get 
requests for help.  Chapter Coordinators can 
also e-mail  us the names of their volunteer 

mentors for our new data base.  Suzanne 
and I will then pair a volunteer with the col-
league asking for help. 

By working together to support each oth-
er, we can strengthen and advance our mis-
sion of teaching French and Francophone 
cultures.  If you need assistance, or if you can 
be a volunteer mentor, please contact us at:

Suzanne Hendrickson
[Sue.hendrickson@asu.edu]
Jo Ellen Sandburg
[j_sandburg@msn.com]

 
 

THE TÊTE-A -TÊTE INITIATIVE

FRENCH ADVOCACY 
IN A NUTSHELL

The AATF now has a Commission on 
Advocacy to defend your French program, 
whether you are a member or not.  

We have a Web site to explain our goals 
and objectives entitled Ideas for French 
Language & Culture Advocacy in the U.S. 
[www.utm.edu/staff /globeg/advofr.shtml] with 
a number of state-specifi c Web sites and 
informational databases linked to it.  

What do we do?  We work with you to 
develop a group of local and state allies (at 
school, in business, in the local and state 
political scene, among parents, etc.). We 
help you develop a corpus of local-specif-
ic knowledge and give you state-specifi c 
reasons why French is important.  Among 
these allies, in most cases we can put you 
in contact with a chapter advocacy team.  

What kind of knowledge do we off er? 
Recent economic, demographic, historical 
knowledge about your state that can be 
openers with power brokers or part of  a 
winning argument in a debate. We off er the 
addresses of valuable contacts from consul-
ates, state supervisors, your state’s AATF 
chapters, regional chapters of the Alliance 
française, and many more.

What else will we do? We will help you 
create a game plan, and then play an appro-
priate role in its execution. 

Though we cannot guarantee to thwart 
the bad guys, we can be your best chance 
to save a good program, provided you let 
us know early enough.  Of course, AATF 
members receive regular news of what we 
are doing through our paper publications and 
on our Web site [www.frenchteachers. org].

Tennessee Bob Peckham
Chair, Commission on Advocacy
E-mail: [bobp@utm.edu]

The special off er for AATF members to 
subscribe to Le Français dans le monde  has 
been continued.  The review is now the offi  -
cial publication of the Fédération internation-
al des professeurs de français (FIPF) and is  
published by CLE International.   The AATF 
has negotiated a special subscription rate 
for AATF members.  Each year more than 
500 AATF members have taken advantage 
of this special off er.

Members have two subscription options.  
For a yearly subscription payment of $60, 
you can receive six issues of Le Français 
dans le monde plus two accompanying 
CDs as well as two special issues of Fran-
cophonie (a savings of $76 over regular 
subscription rates).  For a yearly subscription 
payment of $70, you can again receive six 
issues of Le Français dans le monde with 
two accompanying CDs, two special issues 
of Francophonie, and, in addition, two issues 
of the more research oriented Didactique 
“Recherches et Applications” (a savings of 
$79 over regular subscription rates).  

To facilitate the process, AATF members 
may pay the AATF at the same time they 
make their annual dues payment, and we 
will handle the transfer to CLE International.  
Subscriptions may be obtained by fi lling out 
the appropriate space on your 2009 dues 
renewal invoice which was mailed to all 
AATF members in early October.  Those 
who subscribed for 2008 may renew their 
subscription in the same way.  It can take 
several weeks to process these subscrip-
tions.  Therefore, it is important to send your 
renewals as early as possible.

Consult the Web site at [www.fdlm.org] 
for more information. We hope that many 
AATF members will take advantage of this 
opportunity to receive Le Français dans le 
monde at a 40% savings. Please note that 
subscriptions will not be accepted after May 
31 for any given calendar year.   

To communicate address changes, con-
tact [fdlm@fdlm.org].

SPECIAL SUBSCRIPTION 
OFFER TO 

LE FRANÇAIS DANS LE 
MONDE CONTINUED

REMINDER TO FDLM 
SUBSCRIBERS

If you move, you need to inform Le 
Français dans le monde directly.  The 
AATF cannot keep track of and communi-
cate these changes.  Use the form on page 
00 to notify the AATF or send an e-mail to 
[address@french teachers.org], AND send 
any address changes for Le Français dans 
le monde to [fdlm@fdlm.org].

VISIT THE JNCL WEB SITE
www.languagepolicy.org



Vol. 34, No. 1 (September 2008)  41

The theme for the year 2008 is “Samuel de 
Champlain—Père de Nouvelle France/Samuel 
de Champlain—Father of New France.”

ESSAY CONTEST
Deadline: Postmarked by October 15, 2008.
Send to: David Graham, 344 Trim 1Road, Mor-
risonville, NY 12962; e-mail: [davidg8809@aol.
com].
Guidelines:  Each entry must be the original 
work of a current French student whose teacher 
is an AATF member for 2007.  No group entries.  
There is a limit of fi ve entries per school.  Essays 
must be written in English and be typed or word 
processed.  The student’s name, grade, level of 
French, school, school address and telephone 
number, teacher’s full name, e-mail address, 
and AATF chapter name must be written on the 
front of the essay.  Submissions with incomplete 
information will not be judged. The required 
essay lengths, by division, are:  

• Grades 3-5: Maximum 150 words;           
• Grades 6-8: Maximum 250 words
• Grades 9-12: Maximum 350 words
• College: Maximum 500 words

Judging Criteria: Relevance to the theme, orig-
inality, written expression.

All essays become the property of the 

AATF and may be used in AATF publications 
or materials.  All participants in the AATF Essay 
and  Poster Contests will receive certifi cates.  A 
student may enter both contests.  First, second, 
and third place winners of each division will 
receive prizes to be announced.

POSTER CONTEST
Deadline: Postmarked by October 15, 2008.
Send to: Randa Duvick, Dept. of Foreign 
Languages and Literatures, Meier Hall, 1800 
Chapel Drive, Valparaiso University, Valparaiso, 
IN 46383; e-mail: [randa. duvick@valpo.edu].
Guidelines:  The poster theme must appear 
on each entry.  No copyrighted figures (ie. 
Snoopy, Astérix) accepted.  Each entry must be 
the original work of a current French student 
whose teacher is an AATF member for 2007.  
No group entries.  There is a limit of fi ve entries 
per school.  The student’s name, grade, level of 
French, school, school address and telephone 
number, teacher’s full name, e-mail address, and 
AATF chapter name must be written on the back 
of the poster.  Submissions with incomplete 
information will not be judged.  

Posters must measure 18” x 24” and have a 
fl at surface with no moving parts.  No three-di-
mensional posters accepted.  No glue is to be 

NATIONAL FRENCH WEEK CONTESTS
used.  Tempera paint, india ink, markers, fl airs, or 
crayons may be used.  Use white poster paper.  
Mail entries fl at. The judging divisions are:

• Elementary: Grades 3-5
• Intermediate: Grades 6-8
• Secondary: Grades 9-12
• College

Judging Criteria: Visual impact, relevance to 
the theme, originality. (Remember that the use 
of color is important to visual impact.  Large 
areas of white reduce the visual impact of the 
submission.)

All posters become the property of the 
AATF and may be used in AATF publications 
or materials.  All participants in the AATF Essay 
and Poster Contests will receive certifi cates.  A 
student may enter both contests.  First, second, 
and third place winners of each division will 
receive prizes to be announced.

NATIONAL FRENCH WEEK PROMOTIONAL ITEMS
PLAN NOW FOR NOVEMBER!

The following items are available from AATF at cost for promoting National French Week.  Order early!  Prices for 
promotional items include fi rst class postage.  Rush delivery available for an additional charge.

           Quantity  Total

Bumper Stickers: National French Week: November 5-11  [50 cents each or 10 for $4] __________ ___________

Pencils: La Semaine du Français: du 5 au 11 novembre [4 for $1] __________ ___________

Buttons: On est les meilleurs! [65 cents each or 10 for $6] __________ ___________

Balloons: National French Week: La Semaine du Français  [10 for $1] __________ ___________

**SPECIAL: Order 25 of each item (100 items total) for $25 (a 20% savings) __________ ___________ 
Posters: Copies of the 2007-2008 promotional poster included in this issue are available while supplies last.  [$2 each or 10 for $15]
 __________ ___________
T-shirts (blue with white logo design)    __________     T-shirts x $13 ____ L  _____  XL                 ___________
     __________ T-shirts x $14 ____ XXL       ___________

       Total enclosed for promotional items. ____________________

Name: ______________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip ____________________________________________________________________________________
Send this form with payment to AATF, Mailcode 4510, Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, IL 62901. Photos of all items are avail-
able on the National French Week Web site: [www.frenchteachers.org].  Direct questions to [aatf@frenchteachers.org].
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2008 AWARD 
WINNERS 

LIÈGE
CONVENTION

AATF Dorothy S. Ludwig Excel-
lence in Teaching Award

Middle School Level:
Hervé Le Guilloux (FL)

Secondary Level:
Samantha Godden-Chmielo-

wicz  (IL)
University

Eileen Angelini (NY)

National French Contest 
Administrator of the Year

Small Chapter
Sophie Kent (Westchester)

Large Chapter
Tamara Wubbenhorst (NJ)
AATF Outstanding Chapter 

Awards
Large Chapters

1st place:  Houston
Small Chapters

1st place: Oregon
2nd place: Nassau

ISE Language Matters Award
Teresa Lambert  (KY)

AATF/FCS/Concordia Admin-
istrator of the Year Award

Robert Feeney (NY)
Student:  

Caitlin Ashton
AATF/CERAN Lingua Out-
standing Chapter Offi  cer 

Award
Janet Smith (Houston)

The AATF is pleased to announce that 
Intercultural Stu-
dent Experiences 
(MN) will again 
r e c o g n i z e  a n 
outstanding high 
school teacher 
of French at the 
AATF annual con-
vention in San Jose in July.

Previous recipients of this award are Mar-
ion (Mimi) Hagedorn (KY) in 2005,  Davara 
Potel  (OH) in 2006,  Donna Czarnecki (IL) 
in 2007, and Teresa Lambert  (KY) in 2008.

Dennis Meredith, Director of Education at 
ISE, says: “Our goal is simply to recognize 
those who do an outstanding job getting 
their students to speak French.  The name 
of the award is based on our logo, which 
proclaims ‘Where Language Matters.’  The 
award reflects the mission of ISE as ‘a 
nonprofi t educational organization founded 
more than 30 years ago by foreign language 
teachers for the purpose of creating authen-
tic beyond-the-classroom experiences for 
American foreign language students and 
teachers.’” 

AWARD:    The ISE Language Matters Award 
will consist of a framed award certifi cate 
accompanied by a $500 cash award funded 
by ISE.

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA:  The applicant 
selected for this award will be a high school 
teacher of French and member of the AATF 
who has achieved outstanding success in 
getting his / her students to speak French 
through exemplary motivation and creative 
methods.  In addition, the winner will be 
a teacher who has provided authentic im-
mersion experiences outside the classroom 
for students to apply their speaking skills.  
Participation in an ISE program is not among 
the criteria.

DOSSIER: The following items, which should 
not be bound or stapled, constitute the nom-
inee’s dossier:  (1) A letter of nomination 
from an AATF member outlining why the 
nominee deserves the award and specifi cally 
addressing the criteria listed above; (2)  A 
letter supporting the nominee from a school 
or district supervisor/administrator; (3) The 
nominee’s CV, (with all contact information), 
plus the name of the school principal and 
his/her contact information, and the e-mail 
of those providing letters in #1 and #2; (4) A 
personal statement from the nominee, noting 
evidence of activities, strategies, and tech-
niques designed to promote and improve stu-
dents’ speaking abilities in French, students’ 
achievements, and student exchange/travel 
experiences, as well as other immersion 
experiences outside of the classroom.

DEADLINES: The nominee’s dossier must 
be postmarked by 
February 1, 2009.  
It should be sent 
to AATF, Mailcode 
4510, Southern 
Illinois Universi-
ty, Carbondale, IL 
62901. 

The recipient of the award will be notifi ed 
by  April 1, 2009.  The award will be present-
ed during the AATF Convention in San Jose, 
California, July 2-5, 2009.    Questions about 
this award should be directed to  [abrate@
siu.edu].  For more information in ISE visit 
[www.isemn.net].

2009 ISE “LANGUAGE MATTERS” AWARD ANNOUNCED

CORRIGÉ DES EXERCICES 
Les activités se trouvent à la page 39.
I.  1. soit emmené; 2. saisissent;  3. fassent; 

4. ait;  5. puissent
II. 1. jubile; 2. organisme de crédit; 3.  dans le 

rouge; 4.relevé de compte;     5.dépanner; 
6. a déménagé à la cloche de bois; 7. en 
couple; 8. paumé/perdu;        9. mensual-
ités; 10. remis à neuf

III.  1. faites procéder; 2. intente-lui; 3. 
ajoutez; 4. mets-toi; 5. paie

IV.  1. avant que; 2. avant de; 3. avant; 
4. avant d’; 5. avant

V. 1. depuis quand; 2. depuis; 3. depuis qu’; 
4. depuis quand; 5. depuis 

NEW YORK STATE 
ASSOCIATION OF FOREIGN 

LANGUAGE TEACHERS, 
INC.

ANNUAL MEETING
OCTOBER 10 - 12, 2008

The 91st Annual Meeting of the New York 
State Association of Foreign Language 
Teachers (NYSAFLT) will be held in Saratoga 
Springs, NY.  This year’s theme is “Teaching 
Languages in a Changing World: Rethinking 
Literacies and Learners.”  “Tennessee Bob” 
Peckham, University of Tennessee at Martin, 
will be the keynote speaker. 

More than 600 foreign language pro-
fessionals are expected to attend over 90 
workshops focusing on topics such as the NY 
State Standards, Total Physical Response 
Storytelling (TPRS), Advanced Placement 
examinations, New York State assessments, 
using music and film in the classroom, 
classroom management strategies, and 
technology. Some workshops will be off ered 
in French, Spanish, German, Italian, or Latin.  
There will also be a variety of swap shops, 
cultural updates, panel discussions, and 
publisher showcases. 

NYSAFLT is a professional organization 
dedicated to providing the foreign language 
teachers of New York State with professional 
development opportunities and promoting 
the study of foreign languages and cultures.  
For more information about NYSAFLT, 
please visit our Web site at [www. nysafl t.
org]. 

LOTE (Languages Other Than English) is 
a core subject area in New York State.  All 
students are required to earn one high school 
credit in a foreign language or American 
Sign Language. NYSAFLT supports an early 
start to language learning and encourages 
continued language study beyond the min-
imum requirement in order to prepare our 
students to meet the challenges of today’s 





AATF National Bulletin (ISSN 0883-6795)
American Association of Teachers of French
Mailcode 4510
Southern Illinois University
Carbondale, IL 62901

Periodicals
Postage Paid 

Carbondale, IL 
62901

REMINDER: IMPORTANT DEADLINES AND DATES
Oct. 15  Deadline for submissions for National French Week poster 

and essay contests (see page 41)
Nov. 1  Postmark deadline for return of election ballots (see page 4)
  Submission deadline for the January National Bulletin
Nov. 5-11 National French Week (see pages 17, 41)
Dec. 1  Deadline for nominations for AATF Administrator of the Year 

Award (see page 43)
Dec. 15  Deadline for submissions for the AATF convention in San Jose 

(see page 9)
Jan. 20  Deadline for receipt of applications for ASFAP Scholarship 

(see page 16)
Feb. 1  Deadline for nominations for the Ludwig Excellence in Teach-

ing Awards (see page 27)
  Deadline for nominations for the ISE Language Matters Award 

(see page 42)
  Deadline for submission for the April National Bulletin
Feb. 15  Deadline for AATF Summer Scholarship applications (see 

November National Bulletin)
  Deadline for applications for AATF Small Grants (see November 

National Bulletin)
Mar. 15  Deadline for AATF Walter Jensen Scholarship applications (see 

November National Bulletin)
July 2-5  AATF Convention in San Jose (see page 3)

SOCIÉTÉ HONORAIRE DE 
FRANÇAIS

The establishment of a chapter of the 
Société Honoraire de Français off ers several 
benefi ts to a secondary French program.  It 
provides an opportunity to recognize out-
standing scholarship in the study of French 
language through selection for membership, 
the placement of a special seal on the grad-
uate’s diploma, the wearing of a blue/white/
red cord (or white cord) at graduation, and the 
right to wear the offi  cial emblem/pin of the 
honor society.  The chapter provides a vehicle 
for focusing activities around French language 
and literature and also for encouraging member 
participation in the annual writing contest as 
well as application for the annual travel grants.  
There is the opportunity for students to  serve 
as offi  cers, directing the induction ceremony, 
or leading other chapter events.

Information is available from H. Todd 
Knox, Executive Secretary SHF, 500 Mon-
teigne Drive, Lafayette, LA 70506-6308; 
E-mail: [htknox@ juno.com]  or from the 
AATF Web site at [www. frenchteachers.org].




